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Agenda
● Technocuriosity

● TPS Resources:

○ Chronicling America

○ Free to Use/Reuse

● The QFT (Question Formulation Technique)

● Pairing the QFT with GenAI

● Adding in Sources from Chronicling America

● Searching with GenAI



Technocuriosity
resources you have, the 
communities you are in, 
infrastructure/broadband, policies, 
personal positioning

the tool itself - ChatGPT, School.AI, 
etc. - is a character in your 
classroom that is interacted with.

experimenting with GenAI 
technologies in real time, the “messy 
middle”

the prompts that you don’t follow; 
potential for both good and bad 
outcomes while using GenAI tools



Chronicling America
● Long-running Library of Congress initiative 

that provides free, searchable access to 
historic U.S. newspapers published between 
1777 and 1963.

● Created in partnership with the National 
Endowment for the Humanities through the 
National Digital Newspaper Program

● Includes millions of pages from newspapers 
in multiple languages, including English, 
Yiddish, German, Spanish, and others…

● Widely used in historical research and 
teaching to examine everyday life, political 
debates, migration, labor, race, religion, and 
the circulation of ideas through popular 
media.



Free to Use / Reuse
● The Library of Congress curates a Free 

to Use and Reuse collection for 
classroom-friendly materials.

● Items are in the public domain, have no 
known copyright, or are cleared for 
public use.

● Content is organized into themed sets 
that are easy to browse and teach from.

● Sources include images, maps, 
documents, photographs, audio, film, 
and more.

● Materials can be reused in lessons, 
slides, assignments, and student 
projects without permission.

● Access the collections here: 
https://www.loc.gov/free-to-use/ 

https://www.loc.gov/free-to-use/


QFT
Our Questions



The Big Idea Behind Pairing QFT+ChatGPT
● QFT helps students learn how to ask better questions, not just answer 

them.

● ChatGPT acts like an extra “student” that generates questions instantly.

● Putting student questions next to AI questions makes thinking visible.

● Teachers can use AI to surface patterns, gaps, and assumptions in 

questions.

● The focus stays on judgment and improvement, not on getting answers.



Now let’s try
1. Q -Focus: Jewish Immigrants in Florida

SS.1.CG.2.3 Recognize ways citizens can demonstrate 
patriotism. 

SS.4.A.6.2 Summarize contributions that immigrant 
groups made to Florida.

SS.912.HE.2.4 Describe how Jewish immigration was 
perceived and restricted by various
nations from 1933 to 1939.

SS.912.S.4.10 Distinguish the degree of assimilation 
that ethnic, cultural and social groups
achieve with the United States culture.

https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.05651/ 
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Now let’s try
2. Produce Questions

Rules for producing questions:

● Ask as many questions as you can.
● Do not stop to discuss, judge, or answer the 

questions.
● Write down every question exactly as it’s stated.
● Change any statements into questions.

https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.05651/ 

https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.05651/


Now let’s see what Chatty 
Geeps can do

https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.05651/ 

https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.05651/


Now let’s try

https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.05651/ 

About this Item

Title
[Food will win the war - You came here seeking freedom, now you must 

help to preserve it - Wheat is needed for the allies - waste nothing] / C. E. 

Chambers.

Summary
Poster showing immigrants arriving in New York harbor, with Statue of 

Liberty beneath a rainbow.

Names
Chambers, Charles Edward, approximately 1883-1941, artist

Created / Published
N[ew] Y[ork] : Rusling Wood, Litho., [1917]

https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.05651/
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Now let’s try
3. Improve Questions

Label each as Open-Ended or 
Closed-Ended

Choose a few to practice changing:

● Closed → Open
● Open → Closed

https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.05651/ 
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Now let’s see what Chatty 
Geeps can do
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Now let’s try
4. Prioritize Questions

Ask students to choose their top 3 questions 
(or another number) that:

● Are most important
● Spark their curiosity
● They’d like to investigate further

Imagine you are a historian. What are your best 
questions that lead you to want to inquire more? 

https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.05651/ 
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How can Chatty Geeps help students 
understand which ones are the better 
questions?

How else is it helpful to incorporate GenAI 
tools into an activity like this?

Now let’s see what Chatty 
Geeps can do

https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.05651/


The Big Idea Behind Pairing QFT+ChatGPT
● Students can create questions on their own, then compare them with 

Chatty Geeps.

● Turning it into a challenge (“Can we beat Chatty Geeps?”) boosts 

engagement.

● Comparing questions shows what makes a question strong or weak.

● The activity highlights why human judgment still matters.

● Teachers can model questioning and guide revision in real time.

● Students become more confident and intentional questioners over time.



Pairing w/ resources from Chronicling America
● Based on the type of questions students generated, where would you go with this? As a teacher, you 

might already be thinking about what they might generate. 
○ Examples:

■ Immigrants
● Why did Jews come to America in the first place?
● How does war impact immigration?
● Where did Jews end up living in America?

■ Prejudices
● What issues were Jews facing (in and out of America)?

■ Why Wheat?
● Does this have anything to do with Ukrainian Jews? (Ukraine used to be called the bread 

basket of Europe)
■ Assimilation/Patriotism 

● What does it mean to be American?
● What are the next sources you might use that 1) value student questions or 2) align with the content we 

need to cover?
● How can we find answers to the questions we generated?

○ Chronicling America!!!



Searching the Library of Congress
● Chatty Geeps can also help you find additional 

sources by helping you plan searches
○ I'm wanting to explore the questions below in 

a Floridian Jewish Newspaper called The 
Southern Jewish Weekly (Jacksonville, FL). 
What would be some good search terms to 
use to find out about Jewish life, how they 
lived, pograms, communities, reasons why 
they came to America, etc?

○ The newspapers are from 1939 to the 1960s. 
Are there any terms that we should be aware 
of based on that time frame?

○ We are using the Chronicling America 
database. Can you suggest some boolean 
searches, and how do I deal with boolean 
errors? Also any other suggestions about how 
to search these newspapers?



Sources we found in LOC’s 
         Chronicling America



Next Steps: Setting up further inquiry
● Looking at the sources, can Chatty Geeps help us plan an IDM?

○ It can help create a compelling question to anchor the inquiry

○ It can help create supporting questions

○ It provide guidance on how to use the sources with the supporting 

questions

● Ask Chatty Geeps a question like “Imagine this is the hook for a lesson about 

Jewish Americans. What might be some next steps I could take as a teacher of 

8th grade students if I have only about 20 minutes of class left?” 



Pairing w/ other sources from the collection
● Look at the image. How would you connect this with the original 

image? 
● Here’s how Chatty Geeps connected:

○ The connection comes through the Statue of Liberty. Lazarus’s sonnet, “The 
New Colossus,” provides the moral language that underwrites the promise 
visualized in the immigration poster. The Yiddish poster shows what Lazarus’s 
words imagine: the tired, the poor, the huddled masses arriving at America’s 
edge. But the pairing also reveals a tension. Lazarus’s poem is now national 
scripture, yet her Jewish identity is often softened or omitted in popular 
memory, while the immigrants in the poster are marked precisely by their 
Jewish difference. Together, the images illustrate two strategies of belonging 
available to Jews in America. One is collective arrival and mutual aid, 
grounded in ethnic community and spoken in Yiddish. The other is cultural 
translation, where Jewish experience becomes legible and acceptable through 
elite literary contribution and universalist language.

● Using our own discernment, does this make sense or not? Is this 
helpful? How?

● Based on these two photos together, what would be a good historical 
question?

Kurtz, W. (ca. 1888). Emma Lazarus [Photomechanical print, line photoengraving]. Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division. https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print 
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