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WHERE ARE YOU AT?
Stance Perspective Pedagogical 

Approach
Potentials / Benefits Provisos /Cautions

Techno-Skeptical Technology always 
involves tradeoffs 
that must be 
critically examined

Thoughtful, limited 
AI use with explicit 
attention to its 
limitations and 
costs

Maintains focus on 
distinctly human 
historical thinking 
skills and critical 
technology literacy

May miss 
opportunities for AI 
to enhance 
accessibility and 
engagement with 
historical content

Technocurious AI deserves critical 
exploration as both 
tool and topic

Experimental 
approach with 
ongoing reflection 
and adjustment

Balances innovation 
with careful evaluation 
of impacts on 
historical 
understanding

Requires significant 
time investment to 
effectively evaluate 
and implement AI 
approaches

Techno-Positive / 
Romantic

AI offers significant 
benefits when 
thoughtfully 
implemented

Strategic 
integration across 
multiple aspects of 
history education

Enhanced  
differentiation, 
accessibility, and 
engagement with 
historical content

Risk of overlooking 
subtle ways AI might 
(mis)shape 
historical thinking



TECHNOCURIOSITY

https://citejournal.org/volume-25/issue-3-25/social-studies/editorial-theres-an-elephant-in-the-history-classroom-rethinking-genai-through-technocuriosity/ 

resources you have, the communities 
you are in, infrastructure/broadband, 
policies, personal positioning

the tool itself - ChatGPT, School.AI, 
etc. - is a character in your 
classroom that is interacted with.

experimenting with GenAI 
technologies in real time, the 
“messy middle”

the prompts that you don’t follow; 
potential for both good and bad 
outcomes while using GenAI tools

https://citejournal.org/volume-25/issue-3-25/social-studies/editorial-theres-an-elephant-in-the-history-classroom-rethinking-genai-through-technocuriosity/


SOURCE ANALYSIS 

https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85034438/1901-10-20/ed-1/?sp=1 

You are a history teacher, teaching 
with primary sources. 

The topic is the nadir of Jim Crow.

Do a model source analysis based 
what you see here. Make 
inferences or evidence based 
claims, and create questions based 
on what you think this source is 
about and what it reveals about the 
period.

https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn85034438/1901-10-20/ed-1/?sp=1


SOURCE ANALYSIS - SCIM C 



SOURCE ANALYSIS - RICH 



How did Newspapers across the US report 
/react to  Booker T. Washington’s Dinner at the 
White House?



How did Newspapers across the US report /react 
to  Booker T. Washington’s Dinner at the White 
House?



How did Newspapers across the US report /react to  
Booker T. Washington’s Dinner at the White House?

Political cartoon on 
the front page of 
The Times 
Newspaper- from 
Richmond Va 
(Sunday 1901), 
Political Cartoon- 
with caption “Go 
W-A-Y   back and 
sit down”-

4 characters- Black 
man (BTW) and 
White man (TR) 
seated at a table 
eating dinner. 
Standing Woman 
(Lady South) talking 
to/ telling TR to (Go 
Way Back). Man 
looking in through 
window (Fmr. Gov 
Jones, with Capital 
in background 

Cartoon is  next to article entitled “President’s  
Act Stirs Country” about President Teddy 
Roosevelt’s dinner with Booker T. Washington

Not sure who 
the cartoonist is, 
but audience is 
people of 
Richmond, 
Virginia at a 
minimum. 
People who 
consider 
themselves 
Southerners- 

Perspective 
represents 
“South’s” 
general concern 
that a President 
has invited a 
Black man to 
the White 
House to talk 
over dinner

Roosevelt 
was a 
Republican- 
this was an 
era when the 
Republican 
Party was 
made up of 
Northern 
white 
Protestants, 
professionals, 
businessmen, 
wealthy 
farmers, and 
because 
Southern 
Democrats 
were viewed 
as the ones 
responsible 
for 
disenfranchisi
ng African 
Americans, 
the 
Republican 
Party had a 
great deal of 
African 
American 
Support

As noted previously- produced in 
Richmond, Virginia, October 20th 1901

Source produced to suggest Southern 
states shock to hearing President 
Teddy Roosevelt invited a black man 
to dinner

TR had just come to Presidential Office the month 
before – (had been Governor of NY until Dec 1900) 
following assassination of Pres McKinley. (Youngest 
President at time.

1901 only 5 
years after 
Supreme Court 
Ruling of Plessy 
vs.. Ferguson – 
where separate 
but equal was 
constitutional.
Era where race 
relations is in its 
“nadir”

Jim Crow 
legislation 
created legal 
racial 
segregation 
between Blacks 
and White 
especially in the 
South by 
Southern 
Democrats

Disenfranchisem
ent of Blacks

Lynching’s 
common

While there is racial segregation, this period sees African American 
leaders such as Booker T. Washington and W. E. Du Bois coming to 
prominence in Black and White communities as spokesmen for African 
Americans. Often supported/sponsored by influential progressives 
whites, and black religious, business and educational groups across the 
nation

The cartoon 
suggests that 
this act was 
done  in 
Washington in 
front of the 
Capital- 
probably at the 
Whitehouse- 
and it has 
many Southern 
people like 
Former 
Governor 
Jones 
interested or 
concerned by 
the events- 
Governor 
Jones is 
wanting to 
know what is 
going on with 
this meeting

The way the 
Lady South is 
poking 
/interrupting 
Roosevelt’s 
dinner 
suggests that 
Roosevelt 
does not have 
as much power 
as he thinks he 
has and he 
needs to pay 
attention to the 
Southern 
States and 
their beliefs. 
He should not 
break the rules 
of segregation 

The South is very unhappy with Roosevelt, as a a 
body of states with Lady South representing the 
Southern states is standing over Roosevelt- 
demanding he leave the table and away from Booker 
T. Washington

“Get W-A-Y 
back and sit 
down” 
suggests 
that he 
should just 
not leave the 
table– but 
move far 
away and sit 
down and 
think about 
his 
inappropriat
e  actions 
that are not 
becoming of 
a man of his 
stature – 
(“W-A-Y”– is 
the 
cartoonist 
suggesting a 
southern 
accent)

“Get W-A-Y 
back” might 
also mean 
that he 
should go 
back in time 
and 
remember 
and value 
the past 
ideals that 
viewed 
African 
Americans 
as less than 
WhitesRoosevelt has a napkin tucked into his collar and is perched on the corner 

of the table, while Washington does not use a Napkin and is sat front and 
center. Does this suggest that while Roosevelt is more well mannered and 
civilized in terms of dinner manners that Washington, his positioning at the 
table in cozying up to Washington is border on ill- mannered and a sign of 
Presidential weakness 

Is this cartoon 
representative 
of  the reaction 
across the 
Southern 
Press? How 
did other 
Southern 
Newspapers 
depict and 
write about the 
event? 

How did the 
rest of the 
nation feel?
What did other 
politicians say 
about the 
event?

How did the 
Northern press 
and African 
American 
press report 
this event?

Was it a big 
deal and how 
did they talk 
about it? 
Was their a 
common 
Southern, 
Northern, 
African 
American 
Press 
response?

Why is Fmr. Governor Jones looking in through the 
window- is he angry, a supporter of Washington or are 
Washington and Roosevelt talking about him (People 
in 1901 might know about him but..)? 

What led to the dinner?
What was discussed at the dinner- does anyone know?
Is that a cause of concern or is it simply because Washington is black?
What were the results of the dinner?

What impact did the dinner have on Roosevelt, Washington, Jones, policy, race 
relations?

Were political 
cartoons 
often on the 
front page as 
a way of 
illustrating 
points to 
those who 
could not 
read?

Get W-A-Y 
back and sit 
down” was 
that a 
common 
saying or way 
to chastise 
someone?
Or does it 
refer to 
remembering 
the past and 
trying to 
maintain the 
political 
power of 
Whites?

The cartoon is useful for providing an initial 
glimpse into one newspapers perspective on 
the event. Is the article next to the cartoon 
similar in perspective

Is there anything to the position of Roosevelt 
at the Corner of the table and the dinner 
etiquette – use of napkins and how holding 
forks?
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4 characters- Black 
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White man (TR) 
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Standing Woman 
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Way Back). Man 
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window (Fmr. Gov 
Jones, with Capital 
in background 

Cartoon is  next to article entitled “President’s  Act Stirs 
Country” about President Teddy Roosevelt’s dinner with 
Booker T. Washington

Not sure who the 
cartoonist is, but 
audience is people 
of Richmond, 
Virginia at a 
minimum. People 
who consider 
themselves 
Southerners- 

Perspective 
represents “South’s” 
general concern that 
a President has 
invited a Black man 
to the White House 
to talk over dinner

As noted previously- produced in 
Richmond, Virginia, October 20th 1901.

Source produced to suggest Southern 
states shock to hearing President Teddy 
Roosevelt invited a black man to dinner

TR had just come to Presidential Office the 
month before – (had been Governor of NY 
until Dec 1900) following assassination of 
Pres McKinley. (Youngest President at time.

1901 only 5 years 
after Supreme Court 
Ruling of Plessy vs.. 
Ferguson – where 
separate but equal 
was constitutional.

Era where race 
relations is in its 
“nadir”

Jim Crow legislation 
created legal racial 
segregation between 
Blacks and White 
especially in the 
South by Southern 
Democrats

Disenfranchisement 
of Blacks

Lynching’s common

While there is racial segregation, this period sees African American 
leaders such as Booker T. Washington and W. E. Du Bois coming to 
prominence in Black and White communities as spokesmen for African 
Americans. Often supported/sponsored by influential progressives whites, 
and black religious, business and educational groups across the nation

Roosevelt was 
a Republican- 
this was an era 
when the 
Republican 
Party was made 
up of Northern 
white 
Protestants, 
professionals, 
businessmen, 
wealthy 
farmers, and 
because 
Southern 
Democrats 
were viewed as 
the ones 
responsible for 
disenfranchisin
g African 
Americans, the 
Republican 
Party had a 
great deal of 
African 
American 
Support
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Political cartoon on 
the front page of 
The Times 
Newspaper- from 
Richmond Va 
(Sunday 1901), 
Political Cartoon- 
with caption “Go 
W-A-Y   back and sit 
down”-

4 characters- Black 
man (BTW) and 
White man (TR) 
seated at a table 
eating dinner. 
Standing Woman 
(Lady South) talking 
to/ telling TR to (Go 
Way Back). Man 
looking in through 
window (Fmr. Gov 
Jones, with Capital 
in background 

Cartoon is  next to article entitled “President’s  Act Stirs 
Country” about President Teddy Roosevelt’s dinner with 
Booker T. Washington

Not sure who the 
cartoonist is, but 
audience is people 
of Richmond, 
Virginia at a 
minimum. People 
who consider 
themselves 
Southerners- 

Perspective 
represents “South’s” 
general concern that 
a President has 
invited a Black man 
to the White House 
to talk over dinner

As noted previously- produced in 
Richmond, Virginia, October 20th 1901.

Source produced to suggest Southern 
states shock to hearing President Teddy 
Roosevelt invited a black man to dinner

TR had just come to Presidential Office the 
month before – (had been Governor of NY 
until Dec 1900) following assassination of 
Pres McKinley. (Youngest President at time.

1901 only 5 years 
after Supreme Court 
Ruling of Plessy vs.. 
Ferguson – where 
separate but equal 
was constitutional.

Era where race 
relations is in its 
“nadir”

Jim Crow legislation 
created legal racial 
segregation between 
Blacks and White 
especially in the 
South by Southern 
Democrats

Disenfranchisement 
of Blacks

Lynching’s common

While there is racial segregation, this period sees African American 
leaders such as Booker T. Washington and W. E. Du Bois coming to 
prominence in Black and White communities as spokesmen for African 
Americans. Often supported/sponsored by influential progressives whites, 
and black religious, business and educational groups across the nation
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The South is very unhappy with Roosevelt, as a a 
body of states with Lady South representing the 
Southern states is standing over Roosevelt- 
demanding he leave the table and away from 
Booker T. Washington

“Get W-A-Y back and sit 
down” suggests that he 
should just not leave the 
table– but move far 
away and sit down and 
think about his 
inappropriate  actions 
that are not becoming of 
a man of his stature – 
(“W-A-Y”– is the 
cartoonist suggesting a 
southern accent)

“Get W-A-Y back” might 
also mean that he 
should go back in time 
and remember and 
value the past ideals 
that viewed African 
Americans as less than 
Whites

The cartoon suggests 
that this act was done  in 
Washington in front of 
the Capital- probably at 
the Whitehouse- and it 
has many Southern 
people like Former 
Governor Jones 
interested or concerned 
by the events- Governor 
Jones is wanting to know 
what is going on with this 
meeting

The way the Lady South 
is poking /interrupting 
Roosevelt’s dinner 
suggests that Roosevelt 
does not have as much 
power as he thinks he 
has and he needs to pay 
attention to the Southern 
States and their beliefs. 
He should not break the 
rules of segregation 

Roosevelt has a napkin tucked into his collar and is 
perched on the corner of the table, while 
Washington does not use a Napkin and is sat front 
and center. Does this suggest that while Roosevelt 
is more well mannered and civilized in terms of 
dinner manners that Washington, his positioning at 
the table in cozying up to Washington is border on 
ill- mannered and a sign of Presidential weakness 

Why is Fmr. Governor Jones looking in 
through the window- is he angry, a supporter 
of Washington or are Washington and 
Roosevelt talking about him (People in 1901 
might know about him but..)? 

Is this cartoon 
representative of  
the reaction 
across the 
Southern Press? 
How did other 
Southern 
Newspapers 
depict and write 
about the event? 

How did the 
Northern press 
and African 
American press 
report this event?

Was it a big deal 
and how did they 
talk about it? 
Was their a 
common 
Southern, 
Northern, African 
American Press 
response?

The cartoon is useful for providing an 
initial glimpse into one newspapers 
perspective on the event. Is the article 
next to the cartoon similar in perspective

Is there anything to the position of 
Roosevelt at the Corner of the table and 
the dinner etiquette – use of napkins and 
how holding forks?

Get W-A-Y back 
and sit down” 
was that a 
common saying 
or way to 
chastise 
someone?
Or does it refer to 
remembering the 
past and trying to 
maintain the 
political power of 
Whites?

What led to the dinner?
What was discussed at the dinner- does anyone know?
Is that a cause of concern or is it simply because 
Washington is black?
What were the results of the dinner?

What impact did the dinner have on Roosevelt, 
Washington, Jones, policy, race relations?

How did the rest 
of the nation feel?
What did other 
politicians say 
about the event?

Were political 
cartoons often on 
the front page as 
a way of 
illustrating points 
to those who 
could not read?
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How did Newspapers across the US report /react to  
Booker T. Washington’s Dinner at the White House?

Political cartoon on 
the front page of 
The Times 
Newspaper- from 
Richmond Va 
(Sunday 1901), 
Political Cartoon- 
with caption “Go 
W-A-Y   back and 
sit down”-

4 characters- Black 
man (BTW) and 
White man (TR) 
seated at a table 
eating dinner. 
Standing Woman 
(Lady South) talking 
to/ telling TR to (Go 
Way Back). Man 
looking in through 
window (Fmr. Gov 
Jones, with Capital 
in background 

Cartoon is  next to article entitled “President’s  
Act Stirs Country” about President Teddy 
Roosevelt’s dinner with Booker T. Washington

Not sure who 
the cartoonist is, 
but audience is 
people of 
Richmond, 
Virginia at a 
minimum. 
People who 
consider 
themselves 
Southerners- 

Perspective 
represents 
“South’s” 
general concern 
that a President 
has invited a 
Black man to 
the White 
House to talk 
over dinner

Roosevelt 
was a 
Republican- 
this was an 
era when the 
Republican 
Party was 
made up of 
Northern 
white 
Protestants, 
professionals, 
businessmen, 
wealthy 
farmers, and 
because 
Southern 
Democrats 
were viewed 
as the ones 
responsible 
for 
disenfranchisi
ng African 
Americans, 
the 
Republican 
Party had a 
great deal of 
African 
American 
Support

As noted previously- produced in 
Richmond, Virginia, October 20th 1901

Source produced to suggest Southern 
states shock to hearing President 
Teddy Roosevelt invited a black man 
to dinner

TR had just come to Presidential Office the month 
before – (had been Governor of NY until Dec 1900) 
following assassination of Pres McKinley. (Youngest 
President at time.

1901 only 5 
years after 
Supreme Court 
Ruling of Plessy 
vs.. Ferguson – 
where separate 
but equal was 
constitutional.
Era where race 
relations is in its 
“nadir”

Jim Crow 
legislation 
created legal 
racial 
segregation 
between Blacks 
and White 
especially in the 
South by 
Southern 
Democrats

Disenfranchisem
ent of Blacks

Lynching’s 
common

While there is racial segregation, this period sees African American 
leaders such as Booker T. Washington and W. E. Du Bois coming to 
prominence in Black and White communities as spokesmen for African 
Americans. Often supported/sponsored by influential progressives 
whites, and black religious, business and educational groups across the 
nation

The cartoon 
suggests that 
this act was 
done  in 
Washington in 
front of the 
Capital- 
probably at the 
Whitehouse- 
and it has 
many Southern 
people like 
Former 
Governor 
Jones 
interested or 
concerned by 
the events- 
Governor 
Jones is 
wanting to 
know what is 
going on with 
this meeting

The way the 
Lady South is 
poking 
/interrupting 
Roosevelt’s 
dinner 
suggests that 
Roosevelt 
does not have 
as much power 
as he thinks he 
has and he 
needs to pay 
attention to the 
Southern 
States and 
their beliefs. 
He should not 
break the rules 
of segregation 

The South is very unhappy with Roosevelt, as a a 
body of states with Lady South representing the 
Southern states is standing over Roosevelt- 
demanding he leave the table and away from Booker 
T. Washington

“Get W-A-Y 
back and sit 
down” 
suggests 
that he 
should just 
not leave the 
table– but 
move far 
away and sit 
down and 
think about 
his 
inappropriat
e  actions 
that are not 
becoming of 
a man of his 
stature – 
(“W-A-Y”– is 
the 
cartoonist 
suggesting a 
southern 
accent)

“Get W-A-Y 
back” might 
also mean 
that he 
should go 
back in time 
and 
remember 
and value 
the past 
ideals that 
viewed 
African 
Americans 
as less than 
WhitesRoosevelt has a napkin tucked into his collar and is perched on the corner 

of the table, while Washington does not use a Napkin and is sat front and 
center. Does this suggest that while Roosevelt is more well mannered and 
civilized in terms of dinner manners that Washington, his positioning at the 
table in cozying up to Washington is border on ill- mannered and a sign of 
Presidential weakness 

Is this cartoon 
representative 
of  the reaction 
across the 
Southern 
Press? How 
did other 
Southern 
Newspapers 
depict and 
write about the 
event? 

How did the 
rest of the 
nation feel?
What did other 
politicians say 
about the 
event?

How did the 
Northern press 
and African 
American 
press report 
this event?

Was it a big 
deal and how 
did they talk 
about it? 
Was their a 
common 
Southern, 
Northern, 
African 
American 
Press 
response?

Why is Fmr. Governor Jones looking in through the 
window- is he angry, a supporter of Washington or are 
Washington and Roosevelt talking about him (People 
in 1901 might know about him but..)? 

What led to the dinner?
What was discussed at the dinner- does anyone know?
Is that a cause of concern or is it simply because Washington is black?
What were the results of the dinner?

What impact did the dinner have on Roosevelt, Washington, Jones, policy, race 
relations?

Were political 
cartoons 
often on the 
front page as 
a way of 
illustrating 
points to 
those who 
could not 
read?

Get W-A-Y 
back and sit 
down” was 
that a 
common 
saying or way 
to chastise 
someone?
Or does it 
refer to 
remembering 
the past and 
trying to 
maintain the 
political 
power of 
Whites?

The cartoon is useful for providing an initial 
glimpse into one newspapers perspective on 
the event. Is the article next to the cartoon 
similar in perspective

Is there anything to the position of Roosevelt 
at the Corner of the table and the dinner 
etiquette – use of napkins and how holding 
forks?



GENAI & SOURCE ANALYSIS
The Scaffolding Historical Thinking Mentor serves as an interactive guide, 
dedicated to fostering students' historical thinking skills through inquiry-based 
learning. At the start of every interaction, the mentor introduces itself, 
describing its role as a facilitator of historical analysis, and asks the student 
about their goals for their work or what they need to learn and understand in 
terms of historical thinking. The mentor waits for the student’s response before 
proceeding. Next, the mentor inquires about the student’s learning 
level—whether they are in middle school, high school, college, or a 
professional setting—to better tailor its feedback. After this, the mentor asks 
the student to share their inquiry, sources, or work, and clarifies what the 
student needs from the session. The mentor outlines the available scaffolds 
and processes but does not conduct the analysis for the student. Instead, it 
engages the student with questions, waiting for responses, and then provides 
specific, straightforward, and balanced feedback based on known scaffolds 
and protocols. The mentor guides students to revise their work based on 
feedback and encourages the use of the provided protocols, ensuring that 
they learn to apply these scaffolds independently. The mentor then asks if the 
student would like additional feedback and support, waiting for a response. 
Upon further revision and analysis, the mentor asks if the student desires 
more feedback and advice, at which point it can model answers and compare 
the student’s initial work to their revised analysis. The mentor offers clear 
assessments of the student's use of scaffolds in analyzing sources and 
answering questions. It always waits for student responses, takes time with 
questions, and ensures the tutoring session is wrapped up with an offer for the 
student to return if they need further assistance.



CUSTOM GPT



CUSTOM GPT



POWER OF HUMAN DISCERNMENT



ANALYSIS OF YOUR ANALYSIS



OTHER EXAMPLES
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yeJNtwwGq6o&list=PL
KeoFpPq9NgNfd2aNBDlExm8qY2qmDYpy&index=1 

youtube.com/watch?v=25mnrj8sYUM&list=PLKeoFpPq9NgN
fd2aNBDlExm8qY2qmDYpy&index=5

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PB8WMbfP5TI&list=PL
KeoFpPq9NgNfd2aNBDlExm8qY2qmDYpy&index=11

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yeJNtwwGq6o&list=PLKeoFpPq9NgNfd2aNBDlExm8qY2qmDYpy&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yeJNtwwGq6o&list=PLKeoFpPq9NgNfd2aNBDlExm8qY2qmDYpy&index=1
http://youtube.com/watch?v=25mnrj8sYUM&list=PLKeoFpPq9NgNfd2aNBDlExm8qY2qmDYpy&index=5
http://youtube.com/watch?v=25mnrj8sYUM&list=PLKeoFpPq9NgNfd2aNBDlExm8qY2qmDYpy&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PB8WMbfP5TI&list=PLKeoFpPq9NgNfd2aNBDlExm8qY2qmDYpy&index=11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PB8WMbfP5TI&list=PLKeoFpPq9NgNfd2aNBDlExm8qY2qmDYpy&index=11


OTHER EXAMPLES



OTHER EXAMPLES



EXAMPLE OF CHATGPT VIDEO FEATURE

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OlWCx03b71M


OCR/SEARCH RECOGNITION 
HELP



• How AI helps: Transforms 
vague research questions 
into specific search terms 
and variations 

• Example activity: Students 
start with a broad topic like 
"Women's Suffrage" and use 
AI to generate related search 
terms (e.g., "female vote," 
"19th Amendment," 
"suffragist," "anti-suffrage")

QUERY REFINEMENT AND EXPANSION



• How AI helps: Suggests 
alternative spellings to 
overcome OCR limitations in 
digitized newspapers 

• Example activity: When 
searching for specific people 
or places, AI can suggest 
common OCR 
misinterpretations to include 
in searches

OCR ERROR NAVIGATION



Prompt: I'm searching Chronicling America for 
information about Theodore Roosevelt's visit to 
[specific location] in [year]. Because of OCR 
errors, his name might be incorrectly transcribed. 
What variations of "Theodore Roosevelt" should 
I search for to catch potential OCR misreadings? 
Also, what other search terms related to 
presidential visits from that era might help me 
find relevant articles?

NAME VARIATION SEARCH



Response: I notice you're searching for Susan B. 
Anthony in 1870s Pennsylvania newspapers. OCR 
errors in Chronicling America might be limiting your 
results. Try these variations:

- "Suſan B. Anthony" (historical 's' character)
- "Suean B. Anthony" (common OCR misreading)
- "Susan B, Anthony" (comma instead of period)
- "Susan. B. Anthony" (extra period)
- "Susan B Authony" (common name misspelling)

Also try related terms like "woman suffrage," 
"female vote," or "women's rights convention" + 
"Pennsylvania" to find articles where she might be 
mentioned without being the primary subject.

For better results, focus on dates when she gave 
speeches in Pennsylvania: March 1871 in 
Philadelphia and October 1872 in Pittsburgh.

Prompt: “I am a researcher 
exploring the Library of 
Congress’ Chronicling 
America Newspaper 
Database, you are my 
assistant and I would like you 
to help me explore search 
strategies and ideas for using 
the database to help search 
for information about Susan B. 
Anthony in Pennsylvania 
newspapers from the 1870s, 
but I'm not finding much. Can 
you help improve my search?"

OCR ERROR NAVIGATION ASSISTANT



Response: To effectively search for the Homestead Strike (1892) in Chronicling 
America, try this comprehensive approach:

PRIMARY SEARCH TERMS:

- "Homestead strike"

- "Homestead steel" + "strike"

- "Carnegie steel" + "strike"

- "Pinkerton" + "Homestead"

- "Henry Clay Frick" + "strike"

OCR VARIATIONS TO INCLUDE:

- "Homeatead" (common OCR error)

- "Htrike" or "Btrike" (common 'S' misreading)

- "Camegie" (OCR error for Carnegie)

DATE RANGE FOCUS:

- Most coverage from July 1-July 23, 1892

- Follow-up coverage through November 1892 (trial period)

REGIONAL CONSIDERATIONS:

- Pittsburgh newspapers will have most detailed coverage

- Labor-friendly papers vs. business-oriented papers will show different perspectives

- The anarchist Alexander Berkman's assassination attempt on Frick (July 23) 
generated additional coverage

This approach will help you overcome OCR limitations while capturing the full 
breadth of reporting on this pivotal labor conflict.

Prompt: “I am a researcher 
exploring the Library of 
Congress’ Chronicling 
America Newspaper 
Database, you are my 
assistant and I would like you 
to help me explore search 
strategies and ideas for using 
the database to help find 
articles about the Homestead 
Strike in Chronicling America."

HISTORICAL EVENT/CONTEXT SEARCH



Prompt: I'm researching the history 
of [city/town name] in Chronicling 
America newspapers from 
1850-1900. The town's name might 
have changed over time or be 
misspelled due to OCR errors. How 
should I approach my search to 
ensure I'm finding all relevant 
articles? What were common OCR 
errors for place names in that era?

LOCATION NAME EVOLUTION



Prompts: I want to find newspaper 
coverage of the [historical event] in 
Chronicling America. Given OCR 
limitations, what search strategy 
would you recommend? Please 
suggest:
1. Primary search terms / Boolean 
search terms
2. Likely OCR variations of these 
terms
3. Related terminology from that time 
period
4. Any geographical terms I should 
include

TIME PERIOD TERMINOLOGY



Response: To research tuberculosis treatments in early 1900s 
newspapers in Chronicling America, you'll need to account for historical 
terminology and OCR challenges:
HISTORICAL TERMS FOR TUBERCULOSIS:
- "Consumption" (most common term until ~1910)
- "Phthisis" or "Phthisic" (medical term)
- "White plague" or "White death" (common metaphor)
- "Tuberculous disease" (transitional terminology)
- "TB" (abbreviation used after ~1910)
TREATMENT TERMINOLOGY:
- "Sanatorium" or "Sanitarium" (search both spellings)
- "Fresh air cure" or "open air treatment"
- "Rest cure" for tuberculosis
- "Heliotherapy" (sunlight treatment)
- "Pneumothorax treatment" (collapsed lung therapy)
- "Gold treatment" or "gold salts" (1920s experimental treatment)
OCR VARIATIONS TO INCLUDE:
- "Tuberculosis" (OCR often misreads 'u' as 'n')
- "Conaumption" (OCR often misreads 's' as 'a')
- "Sauitarium" (OCR often misreads 'n' as 'u')
Focus your search on 1890-1925 for the most significant evolution in 
treatments. Medical journals and health sections of Sunday papers will 
provide the richest information.

Prompt: " “I am a researcher 
exploring the Library of 
Congress’ Chronicling 
America Newspaper 
Database, you are my 
assistant and I would like you 
to help me explore search 
strategies and ideas for using 
the database to help locate 
articles about medical 
treatments for tuberculosis in 
early 1900s newspapers. 
What should I search for?”

TERMINOLOGY EVOLUTION GUIDE



Response: To compare Spanish Flu coverage across regions in Chronicling America 
(1918-1920), here's a structured approach:
ESSENTIAL SEARCH TERMS:
- "Spanish influenza" (formal term)
- "Spanish flu" (colloquial term)
- "La grippe" (alternative term used)
- "Epidemic" + "influenza"
- "Influenza ban" or "flu ban" (for restriction coverage)
REGIONAL FOCUS STRATEGY:
1. URBAN NORTHEAST (e.g., NYC, Boston)
   • Higher mortality rates = detailed coverage
   • Search: city name + "health commissioner" + "influenza"  
2. RURAL MIDWEST
   • OCR Challenge: Many small-town papers have poorer OCR quality
   • Search terms: town name + "county health" + "influenza"
   • Try: "school closed" + "influenza" (rural areas often reported closures)
3. WEST COAST
   • Later outbreak timeline (mainly Oct-Dec 1918)
   • Search: "quarantine" + "influenza" + [city name]
4. SOUTHERN STATES
   • OCR tip: Search for "colored" + "influenza" to find segregated healthcare reporting
   • Military base outbreaks were frequently covered
TIME PERIOD ADJUSTMENT: 
- Sep-Dec 1918: First wave (most coverage) - Jan-Apr 1919: Second wave - Winter 
1919-1920: Final wave (less coverage)

This approach will help you systematically compare regional reporting patterns 
despite OCR limitations.

Prompt:  “I am a researcher 
exploring the Library of 
Congress’ Chronicling 
America Newspaper 
Database, you are my 
assistant and I would like you 
to help me explore search 
strategies and ideas for using 
the database to help find 
sources to help me compare 
how the Spanish Flu was 
reported in different parts of 
America."

REGIONAL COVERAGE COMPARISON



Response: To track the evolution of temperance movement coverage in 
Chronicling America (1840-1920), here's a decade-by-decade approach 
accounting for terminology shifts and OCR challenges:

1840s-1850s: EARLY MOVEMENT
- Search terms: "temperance society," "teetotaler," "cold water army" 
(children's movement)
- Key organizations: "Washingtonian movement," "Sons of Temperance"
- OCR tip: Try "Lemperance" (common OCR error for Temperance)
1860s-1870s: POST-CIVIL WAR PHASE
- Search terms: "pledge signing," "temperance lecture," "Woman's Crusade" 
(1873-74)
- New organization: "Good Templars"
- OCR challenge: "Woman'a Crusade" (OCR frequently misreads 's' as 'a')
1880s-1890s: ORGANIZATIONAL PHASE
- Primary organization: "Woman's Christian Temperance Union" (WCTU)
- Leaders: "Frances Willard" (also search "Frauces" - common OCR error)
- New terminology: "scientific temperance instruction," "local option"
- OCR tip: Search "VVCTU" (OCR often reads 'W' as 'VV')
1900s-1920: PRE-PROHIBITION PUSH
- Key terms: "Anti-Saloon League," "prohibition amendment," "dry campaign"
- Political focus: "local option" → "county option" → "state prohibition" → 
"national prohibition"
- Constitutional terms: "18th Amendment," "Volstead Act"

This timeline approach will help you track how newspaper coverage evolved 
from moral persuasion to political activism to constitutional reform while 
overcoming OCR limitations.

Prompt: “I am a researcher 
exploring the Library of 
Congress’ Chronicling 
America Newspaper 
Database, you are my 
assistant and I would like you 
to help me explore search 
strategies and ideas for using 
the database to help find 
sources to answer the 
questions: How did newspaper 
coverage of temperance 
change over time before 
Prohibition?"

MOVEMENT EVOLUTION TRACKER



Prompt: I'm researching how [historical 
event/issue] was viewed by different groups in 
society. Help me develop search strategies for 
Chronicling America that will help me find 
perspectives from:
1. Political leaders
2. Ordinary citizens (letters to editor, etc.)
3. Different economic classes
4. Various ethnic/cultural groups
Please account for OCR limitations and suggest 
alternative terms.

MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVE RESEARCH



Prompt: I'm researching advertisements for 
[product/service] between [year range] in 
Chronicling America. 
• What search terms should I use to find these 
ads? 

• How might OCR errors affect my search, and 
how can I work around these limitations? 

• What page locations were typically used for 
advertisements during this period?

ADVERTISEMENT ANALYSIS



Which presenter is this?



www.genaiinhistoryeducation.com 

http://www.genaiinhistoryeducation.com

