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Before we begin, let’s learn some 
vocabulary.
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Using 
Private i 
History 

Detectives 

Finding 
Sources in 
Library of 
Congress 

Collections

Engaging in 
Primary 
Source 

Investigation

Value of 
Inquiry for 

Young 
Learners

Today’s Agenda
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TODAY’S 
MYSTERY

Why do we 
engage students 

in  historical 
inquiry? 



Vestibulum congue tempus

Lorem ipsum

Vestibulum congue tempus

Lorem ipsum

Vestibulum congue tempus

Lorem ipsum

Vestibulum congue tempus

Lorem ipsum

Observe, Collect 
Evidence, Ask 

Questions

Investigate

Connect and 
Wonder 

Initiate Inquiry

Present a Claim and 
Consider Next Steps

Share and Reflect

Use Evidence and 
Reasoning to Draw 

Conclusions

Construct a Claim

What is the 
Inquiry Cycle 

and why is it 
important?  



What do 
historians 

do? 

Initiate Inquiry
Connect and Wonder

Investigate
Observe, Collect 

Evidence, and Ask 
Questions

Construct a Claim
Use Evidence and 

Reasoning to Draw 
Conclusions

Share and Reflect
Present a Claim and 
Consider Next Steps

Use primary 
sources to 
construct 

narratives! Learn from 
the work of 
historians! 

Ask 
questions 

about why 
events 

happen!  

Inquiry
Provides students the 

opportunity to learn and 
practice historical 

thinking skills!



Grade 4 Unit 1
How does water shape our lives?
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TODAY’S 
MYSTERY

Why did William 
Skinner move his silk 

business in 1874? 
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Mystery Clue Historians study 
context. 

They research what 
is happening during 
the time period they 
are investigating. 



Who was 
William 
Skinner? 



Mystery Clue Historians study 
primary sources to 
help them solve 
their mysteries.

Primary sources 
can help us solve 
our mystery!
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TODAY’S 
MYSTERY

Why did William 
Skinner move his silk 

business in 1874? 
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Investigate your 
primary source to 

answer the 
mystery question! 
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Investigate 
the primary 
source and 
fill in your 

graphic 
organizer.
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Pair 
Share! 
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Square
Share! 
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What might your 
students find fun 

or engaging 
about a locally 

based historical 
inquiry?



✓ Anticipate
✓ Investigate
✓ Construct a claim
✓ Close

Parts of a Private 
i Mystery!
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TODAY’S 
MYSTERY

ANTICIPATE



Anticipate
✓ Tap into students’ 

prior knowledge 
and experiences 

✓ Set the purpose for 
learning

✓ Preload needed 
vocabulary
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TODAY’S 
MYSTERY

INVESTIGATE



Investigate
Dig into text and visual 
primary sources through 

✓ Observation
✓ Close reading
✓ Contextualization
✓ Discussion

.
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TODAY’S 
MYSTERY

CONSTRUCT A CLAIM



Construct A Claim
✓ Gather evidence 

through investigations
✓ Build and support 

arguments 
✓ Draw conclusions 

using evidence from 
each mystery
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TODAY’S 
MYSTERY

CLOSE



Close

Wrap up each mystery 

and have students

✓ Reflect on what was 

learned

✓ Share learning with 

others
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TODAY’S 
MYSTERY

FINDING SOURCES



Census Data, 
Immigration 

Documents and 
Fire Maps 



Diaries, 
Periodicals, 

Paintings,Videos



Wondering where 
to start? Here are 
three collections 
at the Library of 

Congress that 
house great 

images to use in 
the classroom.



✓ Free to Use and 
Reuse

✓ National Child 
Labor Committee

✓ Carol M. 
Highsmith

Three Collections 
from the Library 

of Congress
loc.gov



First, let’s check 
out the Free to 
Use and Reuse 

Collection!

https://www.loc.gov/free-to-use/

https://www.loc.gov/free-to-use/


Free to Use and Reuse
at the Library of Congress

Natural Disasters Shoes Families







Which 
topic will 

you 
explore?



Lewis Hine’s 
photographs in 

the National Child 
Labor Committee 
Collection are a 

great resource to 
explore!

https://www.loc.gov/pictu
res/collection/nclc/

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/nclc/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/nclc/


Young Spinners leaving 
the mill in 

Easthampton, MA

Lewis Hine’s Photographs
National Child Labor Committee Collection at the Library of Congress

Three young cigar makers 
in Tampa, FL. 

6 & 10 Year Old 
Siblings in 

Jacksonville, FL





Looking for more 
contemporary 

photos? Images of 
landscapes, buildings, 
and people across the 

country? Try the 
Carol M. Highsmith 

Collection!

https://www.loc.gov/pictur
es/collection/highsm/

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/highsm/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/highsm/
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TODAY’S 
MYSTERY

What is Private i 
History 

Detectives? 



What is a Private i History Detectives 
mystery?

Students answer 
historical 

questions by 
looking at 

primary source 
evidence. 

After collecting 
evidence, they 
develop claims 

and express them 
in creative ways. 
It’s like solving a 

mystery!  
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BRAINSTORM

Ingredient List
1. Historical topic 

from state 
standards

2. Relevant primary 
source evidence

3. A good historical 
question



➢ Three to four “mystery” themed lessons aligned to 
state standards and illuminating important and 
often untold stories.  

➢ Comprehensive slideshows focused on scaffolded 
primary and secondary source analysis.

➢ Learning objectives, step-by-step teacher 
instructions, and embedded vocabulary practice.

➢ Printable PDFs or digitized student handouts 
available online through our FREE Kami 
integration. 

Private i History Detectives



Introduction to 
Inquiry (K-1)

What is the 
difference between 
then and now? 

How do we 
celebrate our 
shared traditions?

Introduction to 
Inquiry (K-1)

How do 
communities make 
good decisions?

What makes 
someone a good 
leader?

Introduction to 
Inquiry (2-3)

Why do we need 
maps?

Why do people 
move?

How does culture 
impact the way we 
live? 

Introduction to 
Inquiry (2-3)

What strategies did 
Native nations use 
to protect their 
sovereignty during 
the American 
Revolution? 

Why do many 
people celebrate 
the Fourth of July?

How did women 
influence the 
American 
Revolutionary War? 

How did opposition 
to laws fuel the 
American 
Revolutionary War? 

Introduction to 
Inquiry (4-5)

How do maps help 
us understand the 
world? 

How does water 
shape our lives? 

Why would people 
live in the 
Northeast?

Why do we have so 
many 
governments? 

Introduction to 
Inquiry (4-5)

How did Kossula 
Cudjo Lewis 
experience the 
Atlantic World? 

How did the 
Constitution create 
compromise?

What is free speech 
and why does it 
matter?

What is due 
process and why is 
it so important to 
American justice?

How did laws, 
courts, and people 
impact civil rights in 
the late 1800s?

Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

K-5 
Scope & Sequence

Almost all can be 
connected to local history



Planning & Implementation

Student 
Documents Google 

Slides
Lesson 

Plan

Transcript
Kami

Integration

Transcripts are 
included in the 
speaker notes!

Audio 
Narration
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K-5 Scope & Sequence

Scope & Sequence PDF Grade Level Landing Page



Next up for Private i!

K-2 Civic Dispositions Series
Students learn to practice civic behaviors 
like perseverance, civic responsibility, and 
generosity through local and historical 
inquiries!   



Thank you.See you 
next 

time!

Register 
for an 

account! 



● Originally called “History’s Mysteries,” Private i History Detectives was created by Laurie Risler and 
Kelley Brown, who continue to work with iCivics on the design of new resources.

● This curriculum is sponsored in part by the Library of Congress Teaching with Primary Sources 
Eastern Region Program, coordinated by Waynesburg University.

● Private i History Detectives began under Emerging America at the Collaborative for Educational 
Services with seed-funding to Risler and Brown for writing and pilot testing.

Credits
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Private i History Detectives is a product of iCivics.


