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Vestibulum congue tempus

Lorem ipsum

Vestibulum congue tempus

Lorem ipsum

Observe, Collect 
Evidence, Ask 

Questions

Investigate

Connect and 
Wonder 

Initiate Inquiry

Present a Claim and 
Consider Next Steps

Share and Reflect

Use Evidence and 
Reasoning to Draw 

Conclusions

Construct a Claim

What is the 
Inquiry Cycle 

and why is it 
important?  



The QFT, on one slide…

1) Question Focus
2) Produce Your Questions

✔ Follow the rules
✔Number your questions

3) Improve Your Questions

✔Categorize questions as Closed or Open-ended
✔Change questions from one type to another

4) Prioritize Your Questions
5) Share & Discuss Next Steps
6) Reflect

1. Ask as many questions 
as  you can

2. Do not stop to 
discuss,  judge or 
answer

3. Record exactly as stated
4. Change statements 

into  questions
Closed-Ended:  
Answered with “yes,”  
“no” or one word

Open-Ended: 
Require  longer 
explanation

Source: The Right Question Institute      
rightquestion.org



Step #1: Q-Focus
Question Formulation 

Technique



Step #2: Produce Questions 
Question Formulation Technique

● Write down as many questions as  
you can about this image.

● If working with a partner, do not 
stop to discuss,  judge or answer.

● Change statements or 
observations into questions.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40tPuU6jrgQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40tPuU6jrgQ


Step #3: Improve Questions 
Question Formulation Technique

● CLOSED Questions are questions 
with a specific answer like “What 
is in her hand?”

● OPEN Questions have multiple 
answers like, “How is the thing in 
her hand affecting her impact on 
the war?” 



● Label your questions with 
an ‘O’ or a ‘C’ to indicate 
whether you think it is an 
OPEN or a CLOSED 
question. 

Step #3: Improve Questions 
Question Formulation Technique



1. Take one “closed” question and turn it into 
an “open” question   

2. Take one “open” question, and turn it into 
a “closed” question

3. This is a “secret” story.  Ask 5 new 
questions about the image knowing that 
this story was not intended to be publicly 
known.  

Step #3: Improve Questions 
Question Formulation Technique



Prioritize like a researcher/historian!   
1. Put a      next 5 questions that would best help you 

unpack the context and historical importance of the 
story of this image. 

2. Generate a list of sources that you would look for to 
uncover this story.  

Step #4: Prioritize Questions 
Question Formulation Technique



Inquiry Question:
How did Virginia Hall’s 
hidden history impact 

World War II?  



Examine the source at your table. Do not look at 
anyone else’s source. Complete the graphic 
organizer on the page.
● As you look at your source, what do you SEE?
● What do you THINK about this source?
● What does your source make you WONDER?
Make a claim. How does this source help you 
answer the inquiry question?

Step #5: Examine a Source 
Investigating Sources to Answer Inquiry 
Questions How did 

Virginia 
Hall’s 
hidden 
history 
impact 
World 
War II?  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40tPuU6jrgQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40tPuU6jrgQ


PAIR with another person. Share your sources and 
your thinking. Together, discuss what more you have 
learned by examining two related documents.

● What more do you know now?
● How has your thinking changed?
● What new wonderings have emerged?

Make a claim. How do these two sources help you 
refine your answer the inquiry question?

Step #5: Examine a Source 
Investigating Sources to Answer Inquiry 
QuestionsHow did 
Virginia 
Hall’s 
hidden 
history 
impact 
World 
War II?  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40tPuU6jrgQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40tPuU6jrgQ


PAIR SQUARE Find another pair and share your sources and 
your thinking. Together, discuss what more you have learned 
by examining two related documents.

● What more do you know now?
● How has your thinking changed?
● What new wonderings have emerged?

Tape your documents to a piece of chart paper and Make a 
claim based on the documents. Annotate your sources so 
your thinking is visible.

Step #5: Examine a Source 
Investigating Sources to Answer Inquiry 
Questions How did 

Virginia 
Hall’s 
hidden 
history 
impact 
World 
War II?  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40tPuU6jrgQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40tPuU6jrgQ


Prioritize like a researcher/historian!   
1. Put a      next 5 questions that would best help you 

unpack the context and historical importance of the 
story of this image. 

2. Generate a list of sources that you would look for to 
uncover this story.  

Step #6: Prioritize Questions 
Question Formulation Technique



Step #7: Research Answers
Examine New Sources

● Share the sources you listen with 
your square pair group.

● Listen as we add two new sources:

○ Claudia Fridell Reading

○ CIA Museum Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40tPuU6jrgQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40tPuU6jrgQ


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xlFtvY-qre0


Listen as Claudia reads 
an excerpt from her 

book. How does this new 
information shape your 

thinking?



What questions do 
you have for Claudia 

about the sources 
and her research? 



● What did you learn today?
● How did asking questions help you learn something 

new? 
● What else do you want to know about Virginia Hall? 
● What inquiry question(s) might you use with your 

students?
● Which source was most interesting to you? 

Step #8: Reflect 
Question Formulation Technique



Thank you!

Feel free to reach out to us:

Claudia Friddell 

cfriddell@gmail.com

Laurie Risler 

lrisler@hcc.edu

 

  

mailto:cfriddell@gmail.com
mailto:lrisler@hcc.edu

