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A 5-Day Program For K-12 Educators
The George Washington Teacher Institute Summer 
Residential Program is a 5-day immersive professional 
development experience designed to support 
educators who value the importance of inclusive 
history content. We invite K-12 teachers of all 
disciplines and grade levels to explore the life, life, 
leadership, and legacies of George Washington and 
the diversity of the 18th-century world in which he 
lived.
https://www.mountvernon.org/

https://www.mountvernon.org/
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Brooke Bauer, PhD (Native American)
Native, Native American, American Indian, Indigenous, tribe name, Indigenous American

Native American enslavement dates back to pre-1540 

(enslavers: Columbus, Cortes, de Soto, French, Dutch, English, etc.)

Indigenous enslavement in VA & NC

Often referred to as “servants” throughout primary sources, but it really meant enslaved

•     Thomas Smallcomb, 1646 - “By two Indians sold by Sir William Berkeley, 600 lbs. By two 

Indians sold by Sir John Hammon, 500 lbs. By two Indians sold by Captain Thomas Petters, 

600 lbs.” ~William and Mary College Quarterly, vi, p. 214. 

•      By 1682, VA had codified enslavement-tax on enslaved Native people- "all Indians which 

shall hereafter be sold by our neighbouring Indians, or any other trafiqueing with us as for 

slaves are hereby adjudged, deemed and taken, . . . to be slaves to all intents and purposes, 

any law, usage or custome to the contrary notwithstanding." 



Brooke Bauer, PhD (Native American)

SC-Yamasee War 1715-1717

in 1720, 1500 enslaved Native Americans to 17,000 settlers

How does George Washington fit into this narrative? 

✓ Lived in an Indian world

✓ Ohio Valley region/contested land claims

✓ during the American Revolution and after-commanded and approved 

taking captives (1000s were taken at Yorktown)

Throughout United States history, liberty, and opportunity have been 

purchased for some through the oppression of others. 



https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2021/09/atlantic-slave-trade-history-animated-
interactive.html

https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2021/09/atlantic-slave-trade-history-animated-interactive.html


https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/guides/

https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/guides/


(1865-1866) 

Photograph of 

canopy fresco in U.S. 

Capitol dome by 

Constantino Brumidi

shows George 

Washington rising to 

the heavens with 

allegorical figures 

representing war, 

science, marine, 

commerce, 

mechanics, and 

architecture.

https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.87851/

https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.87851/


(1853)“Summary
: Washington 

standing among 
African-American 

field workers 
harvesting grain; 

Mt. Vernon in 
background.”

(LOC.gov)

https://www.loc.gov/resource/pga.02419/

What might 
your 

student say 
about this?

https://www.loc.gov/resource/pga.02419/


• Preserving memory

• Promoting truth

• Pursuing justice







·Why might Washington want to re-enslave Ona Judge?
·What laws technically allow Washington to track down Ona Judge? (hint: think 1793)
·Some people think Washington's views on slavery changed while he was President. Does this help or hurt this argument?
·How might enslaved people resist enslavement?

https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-source-collections/primary-source-
collections/article/george-washington-on-ona-judge/

https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-source-collections/primary-source-collections/article/george-washington-on-ona-judge/
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General Washington / painted by 
J. Trumbull Esqr. of Connecticut 

1780 ; engraved by V. Green 
mezzotinto engraver to his 

Majesty & to the Elector Palatine. 

https://www.loc.gov/item/2004666688/ https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-source-collections/primary-source-
collections/article/george-washingtons-last-will-and-testament-july-9-1799/

https://www.loc.gov/item/2004666688/
https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-source-collections/primary-source-collections/article/george-washingtons-last-will-and-testament-july-9-1799/
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https://www.amrevmuseum.org/collection/cash-pallentine-s-continental-army-discharge

https://www.amrevmuseum.org/collection/cash-pallentine-s-continental-army-discharge
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https://www.collectivejourneys.org/

https://www.collectivejourneys.org/
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Love and joy-how did love 
and joy exist in the midst 

of enslavement?
-Richard Josey“ ”

“ ’
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https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/priscilla/

https://www.mountvernon.org/video/view/oeMrNRSd7l8?pid=PLr40fFkNNADEftmwcVhu0ifvQMeV0mPw2
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/priscilla/


Thank 
you!



Please scan and complete an anonymous 
evaluation of this presentation for GWTI.


