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Participants will take a deeper look into
0 / understanding the conflicting sides of George

Washington and the world he shaped in revolutionary
times.

Examine slavery in George Washington's world,

specifically Mount Vernon; and find the enslaved
oeople’ s JOY and be comfortable sharing all

elements of history.
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Analyzing primary sources using Library of Congress
tools.

Analyzing a set of related primary sources in order
to identiry multiple perspectives.




Gesrge Yashinglon (eachen /n

A 5-Day Program For K-12 Educators

The George Washington Teacher Institute Summer
Residential Program is a 5-day immersive professional
development experience designed to support
educators who value the importance of inclusive
history content. We invite K-12 teachers of all
disciplines and grade levels to explore the life, life,
leadership, and legacies of George Washington and
the diversity of the 18th-century world in which he
lived.

https://www.mountvernon.org/



https://www.mountvernon.org/

“George Washington was born into a world in
which slavery was simply a fact of life.”
(Mary Thompson, Mount Vernon’ s research
historian)




From the top of my search...182 images until | reached the first
picture that included anything to do with George Washington,
the enslaver



Uhat s dualityy

The idea or theory that something or

someone is divided into two parts.

Examples:
* Peace and War
el ove and Hate
Upn and Cown




Brooke Bauer, PhD (Native Amerjcan)

Native, Native American, American Indian, Indigenous, tribe name, jndigenous American
Native American enslavement dates back to prq-1540
(enslavers: Columbus, Cortes, de Soto, French, Dutch,|English, etc.)

Indigenous enslavement in VA & NC

Often referred to as “servants” throughout primary sources, but it really meant enslaved
« Thomas Smallcomb, 1646 - “By two Indians sold by Sir William Bdrkeley, 600 lbs. By two
Indians sold by Sir John Hammon, 500 lbs. By two Indians sold by Cqptain Thomas Petters,
600 lbs.” ~William and Mary College Quarterly, vi, pf 214.

« By 1682, VA had codified enslavement-tax on enslaved Native pe¢ple- "all Indians which

shall hereafter be sold by our neighbouring Indians, or any other trdfigueing with us as ror

slaves are hereby adjudged, deemed and taken, . .. to be slaves to alf intents and purposes,
any law, usage or custome to the contrary notwithstqnding."



Brooke Bauer, PhD (Native American)

SC-Yamasee War 1/715-1717

In 1720, 1500 enslaved Native Americans to 17,000 settlers

How does George Washington fit into this narrative?

v Lived in an Indian world

v' Ohio Valley region/contested land claims

v during the American Revolution and after-commandeg
taking captives (1000s were taken at Yorktown

and approved

Throughout United States history, liber{fy, and opppRuUNity have been
purchased for some through the oppressio
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Source: slavevoyages.org

https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2021/09/atlantic-slave-trade-history-animated-
interactive.html



https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2021/09/atlantic-slave-trade-history-animated-interactive.html
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FURTHER INVESTIGATION

What numbsers do you seel -

ORSERVE

Have students identify and note details,

What do wou notice first? - What different

kinds of infoemartion do you see on the chart?

test hypotheses about the 5o

What is the purpose of this chart? - W
larger story or context withmn which t

Describe the shape, crealed? - What mlormation seems b
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and smallest sections important or hidden? - How else cou
intormation be represented!
A few follow-up
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Help students to identify questions appropriate for further investigation, and |
M . What more do you want to know, and how can you find out?
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ADDITIONAL NOTES:
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REFLECT

Encourage students to generate and

QUESTION

Have students ask questions to lead to

TEACHER'S GUIDE oPiIRL,
ANALYZING BOOKS & 3 »
OTHER PRINTED TEXTS o

#
i %

Guidle students with the sample guestions as they respond to the
primary source. Encourage them to go back and forth between the
calumns; there 15 no correct arder.

OBSERVE

Have students identify and note details.

REFLECT

Encourage students to generate and
test hypotheses about the source,

QUESTION

Have students ask questions to lead to
more observations and reflections.

FURTHER INVESTIGATION

Help students to identify questions appropriate for further investigation, and to develop a research strategy for iinding answers,

v Nl MOEC GO YOuU Want 10 Krdw, and Moy Can Yol Tr

A few follow-up
activity ideas:

bt fwwne locgowiteachers

I LABBARY W COMGRETS

https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/getting-startea-witn-primary-sources;/guiaes;/



https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/guides/

https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.87851/

(1865-18606)
Photograph of
canopy fresco in U.S.
Capitol dome by
Constantino Brumidi
shows George
Washington rising to
the heavens with
allegorical figures
representing war,
science, marine,
commerce,
mechanics, and
architecture.


https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.87851/

T Lye sf Gesrge Weshinglon™
%&W % ks (1853) “Summary

: Washington
standing among
African-American

‘ i

WHAT MIBHT field workers

J0Ur harvesting grain;
STUDﬁﬂ_ 303 Mt. Vernon in
aBOUT THIS?

background.”
(LOC.gov)

https://www.loc.gov/resource/pga.02419/



https://www.loc.gov/resource/pga.02419/

L] sifes'y conscience STORYTELLING AT SITES OF
CONSCIENCE

e People are not their oppression.
- Someone is always resisting.
e Joy povers this work forward.

i o
~—— Centrality
* Preserving memory Agenc
* Promoting truth 9 3

* Pursuing justice

Shaping Stories to Challenge Hower



international Coalition of

E SITES of CONSCIENCE HARD HISTORY

e "Hard" history has two components:
o Part one is when harm was done in the past.
o Part two is when a power structure harmed people and gained
advantages from doing so in the past, and that same power structure
continues to exist, harm people and gain advantages today.



@I gi'lr:aEhSHcln}édl;lfSCIENCE P U B LI C H I ST O RY

 Our conversations about the past always take place in the present.

e Public history fights are usually fights about the future that use history as the
tool for the disagreement.

e Our brains are not neutral in perceiving the world.




WHY MIBHT WaSHINTON Want 10 re-enstave ona Jupeee
WHAT LdWS TECHNICALLY aLLOW WASHINBTON TO Track DOWN 0na JUDBE? (HINT: THINK 1793)

-SOME PEOPLE THINK WASHINGTONS VIEWS 0N SLAVETY CHANBED WHILE HE WaS PrESIDENT. DOES THIS HELP
HOW MIBHT €NSLAVED PEOPLE TESIST ENSLAVEMENT?

()

-source-
collections/article/george-washington-on-ona-judge



https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-source-collections/primary-source-collections/article/george-washington-on-ona-judge/

General Washington / painted |

J. Trumbull Esqr. of Connectic
1780 ; engraved by V. Green
mezzotinto engraver to his

Majesty & to the Elector Palatine.

https://www.loc.gov/item/2004666688/

George Washington and
William “Billy” Lee -

oneclavod ualo+

And to my Mulatto man William (calling himself William Lee) I give
immediate freedom; or if he should prefer it (on account of the
accidents which have befallen him, and which have rendered him
incapable of walking or of any active employment) to remain in the
situation he now 1s, it shall be optional in him to do so: In either case

however, I allow him an annuity of thirty dol
life, which shall be independent of the victual

ars during his natural
s and cloaths he has been

accustomed to receive, if he chuses the last al

ternative; but in full, with

his freedom, if he prefers the first; & this I give him as a testimony of
my sense of his attachment to me, and for his faithful services during

the Revolutionary War.

https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-source-collections/primafy-source-

collections/article/george-washingtons-last-will-and-testament-july-9-1799/



https://www.loc.gov/item/2004666688/
https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-source-collections/primary-source-collections/article/george-washingtons-last-will-and-testament-july-9-1799/
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www.amrevmuseum.org/collection/cash-pallentine-s-continental-arm



https://www.amrevmuseum.org/collection/cash-pallentine-s-continental-army-discharge

e What comes t0 mind when
you consider this image?

 What connections can you

make to other’ s
perspectives?

* What questions arise as
you think about the
ideas and consider the
responses and comments
of others?
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ashington to Joseph Thompson, July 2, 1766

Mount Vernon July 2d 1766.

With this Letter comes @ (Tom) which I beg the favour of you to \cll.)ny of the

Islands you may go to. for whatever he will fetch. & bring me in return for him

One IThd yest Molasses

One Ditth of best Rum

One Barrl'{t Lymes—it ggfd & Cheap
One Pot of Tamarinds contg about 10 Ibs
['wo small Do of mixed Sweetmeats—abt S Ib. each

And the residue. much or hittle, in good old Spirits
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Excerpt: George Washington to Daniel Jenifer Adams, July 20, 1772

The Money arising @om the Sales [of flour[J would have laid out in Negroes, if choice ones

can be had under Forty pounds Sterl.: if not. then in Rum & Sugar from Barbadoes. or any of the
Windward Islands: and Sugar & Molasses 1f the Flour shd be sold in Jama [Jamaical].

1 the Return’s are 1n SlaveS)et there be two thirds of them Males. the other third Females—

The former not exceeding (at any rate) 20 yrs of age—the latter 16—All of them to be strait

1

Limb’d, & in every respect strong & likely. with good Teeth & good Countenances—to be
sufficiently provided with Cloaths.




Excerpt: George Washington to John Francis Mercer, September 9, 1786
1

1  ...Inever mean (unless some particular circumstances should compel me to it) to possess another

2 slave by purchase: it being among my first wishes to see some plan adopted by the Legislature

3 by which slavery in this Country may be abolished by slow. sure. & imperceptible degrees.
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Comment by George Washington, recorded by David Humphries in his The Life of General
Washington, 1787-1788

The unfortunate condition of the persons. whose labour 1n part I emploved. has been the only

unavoildable subject of regret. To make the Adults among them as easy & as comfortable in their
circumstances as their actual state of 1ignorance & improvidence would admit: & to lay a
foundation to prepare the rising generation for a destiny different from that in which they were
born; afforded some satisfaction to my mind. & could not I hoped be displeasing to the justice of

the Creator.




“| am alone at present, and shall be glad to see you this
evening. Unless some one pops in, unexpectedly. Mrs.
Washington and myself will do what | believe has not

been [donel within the last twenty years by us, that is

to set down to dinner by ourselves.”
George Washington to Tobias Lear, 31 July 1797




Richard Josey
“The view we perceive the past is based on our current
situations”

Connection: “Parents are good and bad. but we still love them:
look in the mirror too! We are all good and bad!”

Cotlective W
We create healing opportunities by nurturing a sense of
belonging and creating spaces to share stories,
experiences, and strategies.

https://www.collectivejourneys.org/



https://www.collectivejourneys.org/
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%/ww gfmmmd
(George Washington Parke Custis descendent-CNA connects him to
Martha Washington), with the Arlington House National Historical

Society (Currently called Arlington House, the Robert E. Lee Memorial)
SH: “Robert E. Lee has a voice in that house. We don’ t want to erase that

voice. but we want other voices heard t0o...more inclusive.”
Flonsrable Gshulamine Yuander
(a descendent of Mount Vernon’ s enslaved community)
HRQ: “The joy of the story must be told
(i.e. Swing Low, Sweet Chariot...singing. etc.)
“No need to degrade anyone!”

Wrote a book-
“The Quanders: Since 1684, an Enduring African American Legacy”



Hasan Kwame Jeffries

(associate professor of History at The Chio State University
where he teaches courses on the Civil Rights and Black Power Movement)

* “Washington’ s Legacy Fun Facts” (conditioning the students to identify the enslaver and

not the enslaved)
* History vs. nostalgia: we love stories of the past that make us feel comfortable...the
Cisney version of the past, AKA “purposeful historical amnesia”: creating false

narratives...technical term is “making shit up”

Cisrupt the above by teaching the truth #teachthetruth

“Bad. did Hamilton own us?” (second grade daughter)
he replied
“t doesn’ t say that in the song...”
“CK. | understand. but I’ m still gonna sing the song!”
Cid not hurt her-she didn’  cry-she went on.



Put George Washington in the proper
context...don’ t take my word for it. check out

Mount Vernon in person or virtually.

Con’ t lie or omit! Cr we are engaging in
educational malpractice!



It is certain. in any case. that ignorance, allied with
oower, is the most ferocious enemy justice can have.
James Baldwin

It is only in his music, which Americans are able to admire
because a protective sentimentality limits their understanding of
it. that the Negro in America has been able to tell his story.
James Baldwin



Morgan Smith, Honorable Rohulamin

Quander: “The joy of
the story must be
told!”

Master Teacher:
“Show the joy”

and joy-how dit
and joy exist in the midst
=k S] avemen t Cebra Cemers.

Teaching Learning

| - Coordinator GWTI:
“Share Black joy” _R] Ch dl (s oIZ‘Qorn :nta fg:get the

joy”

Cr. LaGarret J. King:




9:30 PM

Priscilla’s husband, Joe, who is enslaved and works at Mansion

House Farm arrives. Work assignments force the family to live

The Life of ‘Fenny

" MmihE

“a

apart. Joe can visit on Sundays but sometimes comes during

the week, disobeying Washington’s orders.

Mount Vernon records indicate that Priscilla tried to flee at least twice. '

https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/priscilla/



https://www.mountvernon.org/video/view/oeMrNRSd7l8?pid=PLr40fFkNNADEftmwcVhu0ifvQMeV0mPw2
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/priscilla/
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Connect your students to George Washington’s
Mount Vernon and the 18th century through
inclusive, relevant, and engaging digital and
on-site educational resources and programs.

Mount Vernon
in Your Classroom

Professional Development Opportunities:

) —

Summer Residential Programs

Apply to attend one of six 5-day immersive professional development experiences
at Mount Vernon designed to explore George Washington and the 18th century
world in which he lived. Receive unparalleled access to original primary sources,
Estate experts, and visiting scholars, while collaborating with other K-12 teacher
leaders from around the U.S.

= =
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Summer Teacher Fellowship Program

Apply to serve as one of up to six national teacher fellows who will work closely
with members of Mount Vernon’s K-12 and library staff to design inclusive, inquiry
based classroom resources to enhance and expand the study of George Washington.

...and more!

Student Programs:

Distance Learning Programs : of th !
Bring Mount Vernon into your classroom with virtual field trips. Did your student write a research
paper on Washington’s presidency?
Produce a documentary about

his military career? Reference
Washington in a speech for class
office? Two cash prizes are

awarded every year to middle

Choose from three interactive tours that utilize Mount Vernon’s
private collections, historic grounds, and inquiry based strategies
to engage students with 18th century content and themes based
around the lives of all who lived at Mount Vernon.

...and more!

Digital Classroom Resources:

Virtual Tour

Explore all corners of the Mount Vernon estate on
this self-directed tour with object highlights, short
videos, and fun facts highlighted throughout.

Lives Bound Together Virtual Exhibit

Experience the award winning exhibit investigating

Washington’s complex relationship to slavery and
the personal stories of the people enslaved at
Mount Vernon.

T » WASHINCTON

Be Washington

Recreate defining moments in Washington’s
military and political careers with four first-person
interactive leadership experiences, all available as
hosted or single player games.

Videos
e Full Films
« Ask Mount Vernon

* Mount Vernon YouTube

Primary Source Collections
* Education  Library

* Museum * Archaeology

and high school student-created
projects centered around George
Washington’s life, leadership, or
lasting legacies.

GEORGE WASHINGTON'S

MOUNT *VERNON

www.mountvernon.org/education

GEORGE WASHINGTON'S

MOUNT *VERNON

Digital Encyclopedia

Content Pages

www.mountvernon.org/education

From George and Martha
Washington to the enslaved
community, the history of Mount
Vernon is full of people who used
their voices and positions to create
new frontiers and break barriers.
The digitized primary source
objects, images, places, artifacts,
and documents in our museum’s
collections provide immense

support to student research for
National History Day projects.



