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The Life of an Object



Think Pair 
Share:Think of an object you have in your home 

that tells a story about you or your family’s 
history. What is it and what story does it 

tell?



Why Objects?
1. An object tells its own story.

2. Objects document the stories and lives of those who owned and 
interacted with them.

3. They are tangible records of the past. 

4. We (and our students) have frameworks for understanding objects.

5. High-quality, digital reproductions of objects reduce barriers of time 
and space.



My Great-Grandmother’s 
Iron



Reconsider Your Object
1. An object tells its own story.

2. Objects document the stories and lives of those who owned and 
interacted with them.

3. They are tangible records of the past. 

4. We (and our students) have frameworks for understanding objects.

5. High-quality, digital reproductions of objects reduce barriers of time 
and space.



Object Based Inquiry 
(OBI)

Bringing Core Museum Pedagogy to 
the K-12 Classroom



Brainstorm:
How would you define object based 

inquiry? What does it look like a museum? 
In the history/social studies classroom?



What is Object Based Inquiry?
1. Using objects, physical or digital, to promote deep looking and critical 

thinking and drive learning

2. Student-centered learning approach that leverages their curiosity → 
expertise is not required



What are the benefits of OBI?
1. Encourages students to create connections to existing knowledge

2. Increases student engagement, creates space for transformative 
learning

3. Leverages student curiosity and love of exploration

4. Allows students to engage in inquiry, create evidence-based 
interpretations, and communicate/defend their findings

5. Invites diverse perspectives into discussion









“Objects are a tangible representation of 
concepts that have the ability to spark curiosity, 

make tangible connections to abstract ideas, 
develop skills, extend knowledge, and 

encourage close looking and examination.”

–Baldioli, Smithsonian Magazine



Building OBI Into 
Classroom Practice



Inquiry is 
like a 
muscle.

We have to consistently create  
obtainable opportunities for 

students to grow and develop that 
muscle over time.  



Building Opportunities for 
Inquiry

1. Use objects to hook students’ attention

2. Ask a student to bring an object from home each week for deep 
analysis activity

3. Create micro inquiries, “history labs,” or C3 Inquiries by putting objects 
in conversation with each other

4. Pull modern objects with ties to the past; engage students in 
analyzing how they’ve changed over time

5. Leverage local museums and collecting entities



Pause, Discuss.
1. Which of these inquiries most resonates with you? 

Would be of most interest to your students?

2. What might you need to do to prepare your 
students to effectively engage in these inquiries? 
(Pull from your experience and what we’ve discussed 
today.)



Meet history.org!



Debrief.

How are you already 
using OBI in your 

classroom?

What ah-ha moments related 
to objects did you have 

during this session?

What strategies might 
you use to incorporate 
more objects in your 
inquiries/classroom?

How do you think your 
students will respond?



Question
s



Save 
the 
Date

Every Object Tells a Story: Using 
history.org to Incorporate Object 
Based Inquiry Into Instruction
February 25, 5:00-6:30

http://history.org


This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, including icons, infographics & images by Freepik. 

Thanks!
For questions that come up or to stay in 
touch:

heather@historyinspired.me
https://www.linkedin.com/in/heather-m-nice 
 

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
mailto:heather@historyinspired.me
https://www.linkedin.com/in/heather-m-nice



