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Table 1 

Social Studies Disciplinary Literacy Strategies 

Discipline Source Strategies Employed Commonalities Among 
Disciplines 

History 
Wineburg (1991) 

Wineburg et al. (2011) 
Nokes (2022) 

 

Ask historical questions 
Sourcing 

Contextualization 
Corroboration 

Evidence-based inference 
 Asking disciplinary 

questions 
 

Questioning of sources 
(context, purpose, validity) 

 
Close reading 

 
Focus on disciplinary 

vocabulary 
 

Corroborating sources 
 

Make inferences from 
evidence 

 

Civics Bauerline (2012) 
McGrew et al. (2017) 

Read a variety of sources 
Draw conclusions from evidence 

Evaluate and question sources 
Find and use additional sources 

Close reading 
 

Economics Lemley & Smith (2021) 

Precise language and vocabulary 
Close reading 

Sourcing of evidence 
Re-reading 

Contextualizing in content knowledge 
 

Geography Alazmi (2024) 

Geographic questioning 
Focus on vocabulary 

Select and adapt sources 
Evaluate and question sources 

Employ evidence 
Construct explanations and predictions 

Use geographic spatial reasoning 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 
  



Table 2  

High School C3 Disciplinary Concepts and Tools Addressed 

Discipline Number Description 
Civics D2.Civ.8.9-12 Evaluate social and political systems in different contexts, times, and 

places, that promote civic virtues and enact democratic principles.  
 

Economics D2.Eco.1.9-12 Analyze how incentives influence choices that may result in policies 
with a range of costs and benefits for different groups.  
 

Geography D2.Geo.5.9-12 Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have 
influenced cultural and environmental characteristics of various places 
and regions.  
 

History D2. Hist.6.9-12 Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history 
shaped the history that they produced.  
 

 D2.Hist.16.9-12 Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and 
interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past.  
 

 

  



Table 3 

Middle Grades C3 Disciplinary Concepts and Tools Addressed 

Discipline Number Description 
Civics D2.Civ.6.6-8 Critique relationships among governments, civil societies, and 

economic markets.  
 

Geography D2.Geo.5.6-8 Analyze the combinations of cultural and environmental characteristics 
that make places both similar to and different from other places.  
 

 D2. Geo.7.6-8 Explain how changes in transportation and communication technology 
influence the spatial connections among human settlements and affect 
the diffusion of ideas and cultural practices.  
 

History D2. Hist.6.6-8 Analyze how people’s perspectives influenced what information is 
available in the historical sources they created.  
 

 D2.Hist.13.6-8 Evaluate the relevancy and utility of a historical source based on 
information such as maker, date, place of origin, intended audience, 
and purpose.  
 

 

  



Online Resources – URLs 
 
 

99 Red Balloons by Nena (1984) – Official Music Video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiwgOWo7mDc 
 
99 Red Ballons by Nena (1984) (Lyrics) 
https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/nena/99redballoons.html  
 
TED-Ed The Rise and Fall of the Berlin Wall – Konrad H. Jarausch (Video) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9fQPzZ1-hg 
 
Growing Up in East Germany: Reflections 20 Years Later (Article) 
https://matadorn etwork.com/life/growing-up-in-east-germany-reflections-20-years-later/  
 
Selected Videos from The Berlin Wall: A Multimedia History (Short Videos) 
Queuing up for the West 
https://www.the-berlin-wall.com/videos/queuing-up-for-the-west-697/  
Buying Freedom 
https://www.the-berlin-wall.com/videos/buying-political-prisoners-out-of-the-gdr-644/   
Intershops Opened 
https://www.the-berlin-wall.com/videos/intershops-open-in-gdr-631/  
Escaping via Transit Routes 
https://www.the-berlin-wall.com/videos/escaping-via-transit-routes-to-west-berlin-628/  
Peter Fechter Dies Trying to Escape 
https://www.the-berlin-wall.com/videos/peter-fechter-dies-trying-to-escape-542/   
Beatlemania and the Rolling Stones 
https://www.the-berlin-wall.com/videos/rolling-stones-concert-at-waldbuehne-and-beatlemania-in-berlin-
563/  
A Family Reunified 
https://www.the-berlin-wall.com/videos/berlin-contemporary-witnesses-family-reunified-809/  
Through the Eyes of a Border Guard 
https://www.the-berlin-wall.com/videos/berlin-contemporary-witnesses-eyes-of-a-border-guard-808/  
 
Deutsche Welle – East German Secret Police and the Berlin Wall (Article) 
https://www.dw.com/en/the-east-german-secret-police-and-the-berlin-wall/a-58837881  
 
8 Things That Were Better in East Germany (Article) 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2014/11/07/8-things-that-were-better-in-east-germany/ 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiwgOWo7mDc
https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/nena/99redballoons.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9fQPzZ1-hg
https://matadornetwork.com/life/growing-up-in-east-germany-reflections-20-years-later/
https://www.the-berlin-wall.com/videos/queuing-up-for-the-west-697/
https://www.the-berlin-wall.com/videos/buying-political-prisoners-out-of-the-gdr-644/
https://www.the-berlin-wall.com/videos/intershops-open-in-gdr-631/
https://www.the-berlin-wall.com/videos/escaping-via-transit-routes-to-west-berlin-628/
https://www.the-berlin-wall.com/videos/peter-fechter-dies-trying-to-escape-542/
https://www.the-berlin-wall.com/videos/rolling-stones-concert-at-waldbuehne-and-beatlemania-in-berlin-563/
https://www.the-berlin-wall.com/videos/rolling-stones-concert-at-waldbuehne-and-beatlemania-in-berlin-563/
https://www.the-berlin-wall.com/videos/berlin-contemporary-witnesses-family-reunified-809/
https://www.the-berlin-wall.com/videos/berlin-contemporary-witnesses-eyes-of-a-border-guard-808/
https://www.dw.com/en/the-east-german-secret-police-and-the-berlin-wall/a-58837881
https://foreignpolicy.com/2014/11/07/8-things-that-were-better-in-east-germany/


 
 
 
 



 
 
  



 
  



 
  



 
Pages from Time Zones by Sven Siekmann (2024) 

 
Figure 1 
 
Page 21: Page Addressing Wanting to Leave the GDR 
 

 
 
Note. Used by written permission of Sven Siekmann. Ó Sven Siekmann 
 
Figure 2 



 
Page 22: Page Addressing Stasi Surveillance in the GDR  
 

 
 
Note. Used by written permission of Sven Siekmann. Ó Sven Siekmann 
  



Figure 3 
 
Page 47: Page Addressing Oppression and Surveillance in the GDR 
 

 
Note. Used by written permission of Sven Siekmann. Ó Sven Siekmann 
 
  



Figure 4 

Page 48: Page Addressing Book Banning and Oppression in the GDR 
 

 
Note. Used by written permission of Sven Siekmann. Ó Sven Siekmann 
 



Figure 5 

Page 243: Page Addressing Arrest by Stasi While Trying to Escape  
 

 
 
Note. Used by written permission of Sven Siekmann. Ó Sven Siekmann 



Figure 6 

Page 244: Page Addressing Arrest by Stasi While Trying to Escape 
 

 
 
Note. Used by written permission of Sven Siekmann. Ó Sven Siekmann 



A Conversation with Sven Siekmann 
February 5, 2025 

 
Q: Where in East Germany did you live? 
 

A: In Magdeburg, near the border between East and West Germany. It is a medieval city but was 
industrial during the GDR. It is approximately equidistant to Berlin and Dresden. Because of the 
city’s location to the border, we had access to Western media. 
 
Q: How old were you when the events in the book took place, in 1977? 
 

A: I was 13 years old, and my brother was 11 years old. 
 
Q: When did your family immigrate to West Germany?   

A: We finally immigrated in 1983; it was a six-year process. 
 
Q: Why do you think the East German government finally let your family leave East Germany? 
 

A: Money. The West German government essentially paid to have political prisoners transported 
to the West. This was a secret agreement between East and West Germany. The East German 
government needed money. My parents were arrested after my family tried to escape to the West 
via the Baltic Sea. 
 
Q: What led to your family’s escape attempt being stopped? 
 

A: The house was bugged by the Stasi. Our car was stopped as we were traveling to make our 
escape at the Baltic Sea.  
 
Q: What happened to your family after the arrest?  
 

A: My parents were imprisoned for a few years. My brother and I were sent to a work camp, 
essentially a jail for kids. My grandfather, who was a member of the communist party, pulled 
some strings so that my brother and I could live with him until my parents’ release. 
 
Q: How do you think your experiences in East Germany impacted you as an adult? 
 

A: There were both positive and negative effects. The lack of distractions led to an increase in 
creativity. Because everyone had basically the same things, money wasn’t really a major issue. 
Relationships among people with whom we lived were also very close. However, my 
experiences in East Germany also make it difficult for me to trust others – this comes from the 
monitoring by the Stasi. When I had a look at my Stasi records in 2003, I discovered that my 
girlfriend had reported something that I said to her. Another area of difficulty for me was getting 
my feet under me in a capitalist system. On one hand you have incredible freedom, but on the 
other hand, you don’t have the skill set needed to live in such a country. 
  



 
Q: What would like for American students to know about life in East Germany?  
 

A: I would like them to know that it was a complicated place and time. Growing up in the GDR 
wasn’t about having things, but the issue we had was that we couldn’t leave the country and 
follow our dreams. Paranoia was rampant because the Stasi was always watching. We had two 
personalities, one private and the other public. The GDR wasn’t a socialist country, it was a 
dictatorship. There were people who would go around and change the direction of television 
antennae to prevent people from watching West German television. I would also like for them to 
know that GDR kids really loved American culture, especially the music. Although at dances, 
DJs could only play 20% Western music. The other 80% had to be East German or Russian. 
 
Q: About your book, how would you classify the graphic novel? Is it a memoir or historical 
fiction? 
 

A: I would say it is an autobiographical fictional account. About 20% of the book is fiction, 80% 
happened to either my family or people I know.  
 
Q: What in the graphic novel is dramatized?  
 

A: The escape attempt via balloon is fictionalized. I thought it would be more dramatic than the 
way my family attempted to escape. And it was a method that at least one family used.  
 
Q: The event that led to the father in the book being arrested and put on a Stasi list, where he 
accidentally urinated on Stasi officers hiding in bushes along the Autobahn, did that actually 
happen? 
 

A: To my father, no. To his colleague, yes; he was in prison for three days because of it. Every 
2km on the Autobahn, there were Stasi observers. This is because the people would use the rest 
stops to meet illegally. 
 
Q: In the book you addressed the banning of Orwell’s 1984. Why? 
 

A: 1984 was forbidden in East Germany. The GDR government hated the book because it was 
basically a mirror. People copied the book with typewriters so others could read it.  
 
Q: How did you end up in the US? 
 

A: I think I ended up in California because it seemed unattainable as a kid.  
 
Q: Is there anything else that you would like for students to know?  
 

A: I would like for them to know that there is a thin line between democracy and dictatorship. 
When it is crossed, it is hard to go back. Ultimately, the freedom to decide one's own life is the 
greatest good.  
 
 


