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Importance of Primary Sources in the classroom

Primary Sources in the classroom

Can help make the story of history real, and tangible. 
(Authenticity)

When used properly can bring the history to life. 

Can allows students an opportunity to be hands on with 
the history (Active Learning)

Can foster community learning when the primary 
sources are part of the students’ communities (Ocoee 
Massacre, Great Depression in Florida)

Can help students develop visual literacy skills in their 
learning

Helps bridge language barrier with ELL students
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What could be difficult to understand for students?



Modern Image (edited) to help make connection



Why a Primary Source cartoon can be difficult for students

Classic student struggles

Canʼt grasp the messaging of the time period (Could include 
language in the cartoon)

Too much going on in the cartoon (overstimulation) 

Lack of content knowledge

Not being in school

Issues decoding visual shorthand (ELL students)

Trouble interpreting authorʼs opinion or experience

Trouble remembering because content is not relevant to 
them
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How Modern Images can Help

How a Modern Images Activity can help

It can be a shortcut to remember the content easier

They can engage in a more relatable and authentic way 
to the content. Connect it to their lives.

It gives them another avenue to understand the broad 
idea of the content
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Different ways to implement the strategy

Prepare them and 
put them into 

PowerPoint or as 
a handout

Allow students 
individually to find 
their own cartoon 

(Peardeck w 
rationale) 5 - 10 

mins

Allow students 
to work in 

groups to come 
up with one and 

vote (10 - 15 
minutes)

Allow students to edit 
modern images to help 

make sense of the 
cartoon
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Examples (Student)



Examples (Student)



Examples (Student)



Examples (Teacher)



Examples (Student)



Examples (Student)



Your turn!
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Your turn!

Try to find a modern image to help connect 
with this cartoon



Your turn!



Your turn!

Try to find a modern image to help connect 
with this cartoon



Your turn!
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Benefits for ELL Students

ELL Students already benefit from 
political cartoons as a learning 

strategy in history because many 
can be less text heavy and more 

about interpreting the image. 

In the case of modern images, this 
is yet another chance for them to 

try and understand the overall 
theme of a topic just by analyzing 

images. 
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Data from the classroom

Correlation 
= 

Causation



Data from the classroom

Correlation 
= Causation
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Flaws in the strategy

Things Iʼm still working on/general flaws

● Not every student will connect with a general cartoon 
chosen by a teacher or voted on by a class

● Some students will apathetically choose something 
and struggle to engage in the activity

● Students could still struggle to grasp the deeper 
understanding of the cartoon

● Not every cartoon does have an easy modern image 
that is connectable



Next Steps

Create a database of built up information that can be 
shared as a resource

Expand research

More cartoons

More time 

More teachers

More of a sample size!
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Thank You!!!
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