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Importance of
Primary Sources in
the classroom



Importance of Primary Sources in the classroom

Primary Sources in the classroom

Can help make the story of history real, and tangible

(Authenticity) . Scom GN[AT m

When used properly can bring the history to life.

Can allows students an opportunity to be hands on with
the history (Active Learning)

Can foster community learning when the primary
sources are part of the students’ communities (Ocoee
Massacre, Great Depression in Florida)

Can help students develop visual literacy skills in their
learning

Helps bridge language barrier with ELL students
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Why Primary
Sources can be
difficult for students



What could be difficult to understand for students?

{OF COURSE YWE MAY HAVE
T0 OUIGE RUFDIES I Wt




Modern Image (edited) to help make connection
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Why a Primary Source cartoon can be difficult for students

Classic student struggles

Can’t grasp the messaging of the time period (Could include . "‘mfgf‘;ﬁ:&vwg
language in the cartoon)

Too much going on in the cartoon (overstimulation)
Lack of content knowledge

Not being in school

Issues decoding visual shorthand (ELL students)

Trouble interpreting author’s opinion or experience

Trouble remembering because content is not relevant to
them




UCF SOURCES Annual Conference 2026

How Modern Images
can Help



How Modern Images can Help

How a Modern Images Activity can help

It can be a shortcut to remember the content easier

They can engage in a more relatable and authentic way
to the content. Connect it to their lives.

It gives them another avenue to understand the broad
idea of the content
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Different ways to implement the strategy

Prepare them and
put them into
PowerPoint or as
a handout

Allow students
individually to find
their own cartoon

(Peardeck w

rationale) 5 - 10

mins

Allow students
to work in
groups to come
up with one and
vote (10 - 15
minutes)
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Examples



Examples (Student)




Examples (Student)




Examples (Student)

WEALL'KNOW A'MATE WHO WE
INEVER SEE'ANYMOREBECAUSE HE'S

UNDER THE THUMB
T Boss—* Well, what are you going to do about it



Examples (Teacher)

THE MAN WITH THE (CARPET) BAGS.

Bod with others’ faults, he always seon. Tho ome bobind him,

filled with his own fuwlts, he never soes,

The bag in fromt of him, 6X



Examples (Student)

THE KING OF THE COMBINATIONS.



Examples (Student)
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Your turn!



Your turn!

Try to find a modern image to help connect
with this cartoon




Your turn!

WANTING
T0 MAKE
FRIENDS




Your turn!

Try to find a modern image to help connect
with this cartoon

Thaar acsraves raee Tawsary Viereay ar vus Bocussrss Dunoczane Coxvernow.



like

got
hella money

Taur acsraves e Tawsary Vieveay ar vus Bocussrss Dunoczane Coxvmrnow.

Your turn!
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Benefits for ELL
Students



Benefits for ELL Students

The Stumbling Blook

ELL Students already benefit from
political cartoons as a learning
strategy in history because many
can be less text heavy and more
about interpreting the image.

In the case of modern images, this
is yet another chance for them to
try and understand the overall
theme of a topic just by analyzing
images.
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Data from the
classroom



Data from the classroom

8 | 21520757 | FLSS.912.A3M
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Data from the classroom

15 | 21522644 | FLSS912A400
25 | 2441473 | FLSS912ASS

58.0 %
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Flaws in the
Strategy & Next
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Flaws in the strategy

Things I’'m still working on/general flaws

e Not every student will connect with a general cartoon
chosen by a teacher or voted on by a class

e Some students will apathetically choose something
and struggle to engage in the activity

e Students could still struggle to grasp the deeper
understanding of the cartoon

e Not every cartoon does have an easy modern image

that is connectable e P i T B ST
here ta stay, and that you can't dadde me up into spheres of Influencel
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