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CHAMPIONING 
HISTORY EDUCATION
The National Council for History Education 
(NCHE) is a nonprofit organization that uplifts 
history education professionals through 
professional learning, community building, and 
advocacy. Since 1990, we've supported educators 
with free resources, grant-funded programs, an 
annual conference, and our signature History's 
Habits of Mind framework—all in service of 
accurate, inclusive, and complex history teaching 
for every learner.



Grasp the significance of the past in 
shaping the present.

HISTORY’S HABITS OF MIND

Past Shapes the Present

Perceive past events and issues as they 
might have been experienced by the 
people of the time, with historical 
empathy rather than present-
mindedness.

Historical Empathy

Read critically, to discern differences 
between evidence and assertion and to 
frame useful and appropriate questions 
about the past.

Critical Reading

Interrogate texts and artifacts, posing 
questions about the past that foster 
informed discussion, reasoned debate 
and evidence-based interpretation.

Interrogating Sources

Recognize that history is an evolving 
narrative constructed from available 
sources, cogent inferences and changing 
interpretations.

Evolving Narrative



Appreciate the diversity of cultures and 
variety of historical contexts, as well as 
to distinguish elements of our shared 
humanity.

HISTORY’S HABITS OF MIND

Diversity of Cultures

Understand the impact made by 
individuals, groups and institutions at 
local, national and global levels both in 
effecting change and in ensuring 
continuity.

Understanding Impact

Realize that all individuals are decision 
makers, but that personal and public 
choices are often restricted by time, 
place and circumstance.

Decisions and Choices

Negotiate a complex, often uncertain 
and ambiguous world, equipped with 
the appreciation for multiple 
perspectives.

Complex World

Engage in patient reflection and 
constant reexamination of the past and 
present.

Patient Reflection



BREAK IT UP
Hone in on observation skills



Break It Up

This strategy encourages students to closely 
examine a specific part of a non-textual 
source, making it a fun and engaging way to 
explore complex images.

Why Use It
• Helps students notice and consider all aspects of a work.
• Promotes deeper thinking about the artist’s intent.
• Encourages critical thinking through both small- and 

large-group discussions.

Teacher Prep: Locate source. Break up physically or digitally.



In groups, students use the worksheet to 
capture what they see with words, not drawings. 
It’s a simple way to have notes ready for their 
presentations.





PERSPECTIVE 
WINDOWS



Perspective Windows
Narrative Window

Foundational Window
Experiential Window
Aesthetic Window



Directions

1.Open your envelope and review the primary 
sources. Select the most compelling one.

2.Choose a perspective window individually or with 
a partner and complete the graphic organizer.

3.Share your perspective with your table.
4.Determine the dominant perspective as a group.



STAMP IT OUT



Postage stamps are not only functional as a 
form of payment to send mail, but they are 
also small works of art and historical 
documents. These miniature masterpieces 
reflect the time in which they were made. 

Analyzing the symbolism and messages 
conveyed through stamps is a tool to 
explore historical topics.



Directions

Step 1: Choose a stamp from your table (individual).
Step 2: Explain the historical context of the stamp 
and identify any symbolism or messages it conveys 
(individual).
Step 3: Find a primary source to support your 
explanation of the historical context (individual).
 Examples: Chronicling America, Library of Congress 
Primary Source Sets
Step 4: Present your findings to your colleagues at 
your table. You will have 1 minute to present.



NCHE’S RESOURCES

Resource LibraryHistory's Habits of Mind
Webinars



IN-PERSON OPPORTUNITIES & 
EVENTS FOR EDUCATORS

The Space Age on the 
Space Coast

• Year-long program for 100 
educators on the nation’s 
founding ideals

• $2,500 stipend | 1-week on-
campus session, July

• Apply by Jan 31, 2026

We the Teachers Fellowship – 
William & Mary

Mar 26–28, 2026 | Diasporas: 
Histories of Movement & 
Cultural Exchange

NCHE Annual Conference – 
Montgomery, AL

• NEH Landmarks workshop 
for K–12 educators

• Political, cultural & scientific 
history of Cape Canaveral

• Sessions: July 12–17 OR July 
19–24, 2026

• Apply by Mar 6, 2026
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