Sample Standards-Based Question Stems
	Reading Standards for Informational Text

	LAFS.910.RI.1.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
· Which of the following quotes best describes the …(explicit information)
· It can be reasonably inferred from the beginning of the passage that ___?
· Which of the following inferences can be drawn from lines ___ and lines ___?
· Based on ___ the author’s tone towards ___ can be described as ___.
· Based on this passage, we can infer that (the author) is feeling ___.
· Based upon (the speaker’s) speech, all of the following can be considered a part of (the speaker’s) agenda except ___.Which quotation supports the idea that ___?
· Read this excerpt from the text: (Excerpted text) Select two details from the text that support the author’s conclusion.
· Based on the article, explain how the author is feeling about ___.  Use specific details from the text to support your response.  
· What evidence from the text clarifies the author’s claim in (line, sentence, paragraph, etc.) ____
· What does the author cite as evidence?
· Which sentence supports the answer?
· Select two sentences that provide evidence for ___.
· The author attempts to show that ___ has an impact on ___.  Select three details that show this connection.
· How did ___ (ex. the government) and ___ (ex. the public) respond?  Place the items in the appropriate sections of the diagram.
· Complete the chart to show what each passage emphasized.


	LAFS.910.RI.1.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.
· What is this text about?
· What are the main ideas developed in the text?
· The main idea of the passage is ___?
· What was the author’s main point in paragraph #___?
· Choose the statement that best captures the underlying central idea.
· After reading lines ___, analyze how the author develops his/her opinion?
· In what way is ___ (idea) like (or unlike) ___?
· Based on the central idea of the article, which of the following could be an alternate title for the text?
· How does (paragraph, sentence, line) reflect the central idea of ____?
· What is a central idea of the text?
· Select and analyze two details from the text that aid in the development of the central idea of the text.
· Part A: Which is a central idea of the text?  Part B: Which detail supports the development of the central idea in Part A?
· Part A: A central idea of the text is ___.  How does the author develop this central idea throughout the text?  Part B: Which detail from the text supports this conclusion?
· Identify a central idea of the text.  Then, explain how the author uses details to develop this central idea.
· Which ideas are contrasted throughout?
· How does ___ develop the idea that ___?
· What central idea does the author express? 


	LAFS.910.RI.1.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between the two.
· Explain the relationship between ___ and ___.
· What information from the text did you use to determine the relationship between these two scientific concepts/ historical events?
· According to lines ___, what happened after___?
· Which statement best predicts ___?
· Which of the following is an example of conflicting motivations?
· Which change(s) in events were most influential___?
· Based on the excerpt, each of the following events had an effect on the (individual) except ___.
· How does the author order the ideas in the text?
· Part A: How does the author develop ideas throughout the text?  Part B: What effect does this have on the meaning of the text?
· How does this selection affect the meaning of the text?
· Complete the chart to show how characteristics advance the plot.
 

	LAFS.910.RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper).
· In line ___, what does the word ___ most nearly mean?
· Which group of words best describes ___?
· What is the technical (connotative) meaning of the word___?
· What is the impact of the author’s use of the word “___” as used in lines ___?
· The tone of the phrase in lines ___ is best described as___?
· What are the (positive/negative) connotations for the phrase ___?
· Choose a word that would best replace “___” in lines ___ without changing the meaning (connotation, tone) of the phrase.
· By including an allusion to ___, the author has emphasized that ___.
· Which quotation from the text best reflects the meaning of ___ (sentence, quote, line, paragraph, etc.)?
· Read this phrase from the article: (Excerpted text). What does the phrase "___" mean as it is used in the article?
· Select two words in paragraphs 1 through 3 that establishes the tone of the article.
· Select the words or phrases that show the meaning of ___ as it is used in the article.
· Part A: How do paragraphs 1 through 3 help to establish the tone of the article?  Part B: Select two words in paragraphs 1 through 3 that establish the tone of the article.
· Part A: How does the author’s word choice develop the tone?   Part B: How does this word choice affect the meaning of the text?
· What is the impact of the author’s word choice when describing ____throughout the article?
· How does the author use the word ___ in describing ___?
· Based on the phrase ___, in what way does the author ___?
· What phrase does the author use to emphasize this position?


	LAFS.910.RI.2.5 Analyze in detail an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text  (e.g., a section or chapter)
· How is this chapter/text organized?
· Which quote from the text best supports the position ___?
· How do the lines ___ develop (refine) the author’s position of ___?
· Which of the following progressions represents how the author’s position develops from the first paragraph to the last paragraph?
· How is the information in the article organized?
· Which of the following progressions represents how the author’s position develop from the first paragraph to the last paragraph?
· How does this text structure help develop the author's claim(s)?
· How do lines ___ develop (refine) the author’s position of ___?
· Which quote from the text best supports the position ___?
· All of the following statements support the author’s claim that ___except the statement ___.
· The last paragraph serves the author’s purpose by ___.
· Which of the following statements helps to clarify the author’s meaning in paragraph ___?
· Which sentence helps develop the idea that___?
· Read this phrase from the text: (Excerpted text) What impact does this phrase have on the development of the author’s ideas?
· Select two sentences in the text that help develop the idea that ___.
· Part A: Select the paragraph that refines the idea that ___.  Part B: How does this paragraph support the author’s purpose?
· Part A: How does the author order the ideas in the text?  Part B: What effect does the order of ideas have on the meaning of the text?
· Explain how the structure of the article refines the ideas in the article.  Then, explain how this affects the meaning of the text as a whole.
· How does the author use the following sentences to develop his/her argument?
· After stating the central claim, how does the author structure the rest of the passage?


	LAFS.910.RI.2.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.
· Describe the similarities between the accounts.
· What details did the author provide to convey the difference between ___ and ___?
· Why would the point of view be different in these two versions?
· Analyze the author’s point of view (purpose).
· How does the author develop his/her point of view?
· Which statement best describes the effect of __ (cultural experiences, word choice, etc.) on the reader?
· Analyze how the author uses rhetoric to advance the point of view (purpose).
· What influence does (the rhetorical device) have over the reader?
· Which of the following is opposing this author’s point of view?
· Analyze how the use of understatement in the following (paragraph, statement, passage) supports the author’s claim.
· How does the author use sources to support the viewpoint?
· If the following statement was added to the (paragraph, sentences, passage), how would the point of view change?
· Which phrase conveys the author’s purpose?
· Select two phrases from paragraphs ___ that convey the author’s purpose.
· Select two sentences from the text that show the author’s point of view regarding ___.
· Part A: How does the author’s word choice convey the point of view?  Part B: Select two details from the text that support your answer.
· Part A: What is the author’s purpose in the article?  Part B: How does the author use rhetoric to advance the purpose of the article?
· Explain the author’s viewpoint about ___.
· The overall purpose of the description in the ___ paragraph is to ___.
· How are the authors' perspectives similar?
· How does ___ allusion to ___ reflect the purpose?
· What argument does the author make? 
· Analyze the author's purpose in describing his/her own experiences.  


	LAFS.910.RI.3.7 Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each account. 
· Compare and contrast elements from the two versions.
· Analyze which of the following details is emphasized more heavily in Work 1 than Work 2.
· Compare the two videos.  Which video gives a clearer description of ___?
· Analyze which version of ___ shows a more positive representation of ___.
· How do passage 1 and passage 2 represent the subject differently?
· Analyze the difference(s) between the two works.
· Select two details in the text that are emphasized in the video.
· Select two details in the text that are not emphasized in the video.
· Part A: What is emphasized in the text that is not emphasized in the video?  Part B: Select a detail from the text that supports your answer.
· Part A: What is the difference between (the works)?  Part B:  How does this affect the text’s meaning?
· Each work features information about ___.  How is this treated differently in the video than it is in the text? 


	LAFS.910.RI.3.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reason is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.
· Evaluate the author's argument.
· Where in the text does the author show evidence to support the claim?
· Which of the following statements best summarizes the argument (claim)?
· Which of the following claims uses valid reasoning to support the main argument of this passage?
· Which of the following claims made by the author is (not) supported by evidence?
· Evaluate which of the following is evidence of fallacious reasoning (irrelevant evidence).
· The technique of (argument, propaganda, including assertion, bandwagon, glittering generalities, card stacking, stereotyping, circular reasoning, logical fallacies), is used in the text to ___?
· Which detail advances the argument that ___?
· Which detail is irrelevant to the author’s primary claim?
· Select two details that advance the argument that ___.
· Part A: What is the author’s claim in the text?  Part B: Select two details that support the author’s claim in the text.
· Part A: What is the author’s primary claim?  Part B: How effectively does the author support the claim with evidence?
· Do the authors of both of these texts agree as to the cause and effect of…?
· Analyze which two arguments are best supported by the texts. 


	LAFS.910.RI.3.9 Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical literary significance (e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address, the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”), including how they address related themes and concepts.
· How is the main idea of Passage 1 similar to/different from Passage 2?
· Which of the following quotes describes the key evidence used by author A to shape his/her text?
· Which of the following quotes best represents the similarities (differences) between the two passages?
· What is the historical purpose of this passage?
· Which of the following best describes the author’s view of ___?
· Select a detail from each text that shows how the two texts treat the theme of ___ similarly.
· Part A: Which theme do the texts have in common?  Part B: How do the texts treat this theme similarly?
· Analyze how the texts develop and treat the theme of ___ in the same way.
· Analyze how the two texts treat the concept of _____ differently/similarly.
· How do the two passages differ?
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