Deep Dive Doc: Tomoe Japanese Warrior 
SS.9.12.W.2.20

[bookmark: _GoBack]Terms: Note: The Tale of the Heike is an epic tale of fighting and rivalry between two major families in Japan in the 12th Century. Tomoe is a famous female warrior during the battle of Awazu.
	Imminent: coming immediately
	Valor: bravery
	Perished: died
	Unseemly: inappropriate

	Foe: Enemy
	Reluctant: doesn’t want to
	Renowned: famous
	Pommel: rounded handle



Document Source: Written and compiled by unknown authors between 1156-1159. Modern English translation by McCullough, Helen C., The Tale of the Heike. Stanford: Stanford UP, 1988. (p 291-292)

          Of the two, Tomoe was especially beautiful, with white skin, long hair, and charming features. She was also a remarkably strong archer, and as a swordswoman she was a warrior worth a thousand, ready to confront a demon or god, mounted or on foot. Whenever battle was imminent, Yoshinaka sent her out as his first captain, equipped with strong armor, an oversized sword, and a mighty bow; and she performed more deeds of valor than any of his other warriors. Thus she was now one of the seven who remained after all the others had fled or perished. ...
         “Quickly, now," Lord Kiso said to Tomeo. “You are a woman, so be off with you; go wherever you please. I intend to die in battle, or to kill myself if I am wounded. It would be unseemly to let people say ‘Lord Kiso kept a woman with him during his last battle' "
       Reluctant to flee, Tomoe rode with the others. Then she pulled up. “Ah! If only I could find a worthy foe! I would fight a last battle for His Lordship to watch," she thought.
      As she sat there, thirty riders came into view, led by Onda no Hachiro Moroshige, a man renowned for his great strength. Tomoe galloped into their midst, rode up along Moroshige, seized him in a powerful grip, pulled him down against the pommel of her saddle, held him motionless, twisted off his head, and threw it away. Afterwards, she discarded the armor and helmet and fled to the eastern provinces.
Day 1: (RI.1.2) What was the authors’ main point in paragraph 3? How might that main point of paragraph 3 reflect the ideal warrior in Feudal Japan?
Day 2: (RI.2.5) Which quote from the document best supports the author’s position that women were not traditionally warriors in Feudal Japan? 


