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Jewish Law 
Note: The Torah is the first five books of the Hebrew holy book, and Exodus (below) is the second of those books.  According to Jewish tradition, the five books of the Torah (including Exodus) were given by God through the prophet Moses who wrote them down. In Exodus, the Hebrew people enter an agreement with God where the people agree to follow God’s laws and God agrees to protect and defend them. This excerpt contains some of the laws the people agree to follow. 
 
	Prophet: Holy person who speaks for God
	Possession: control
	Gores: stabs, cuts

	Stoned: hit with stones until dead
	Penned: kept in a pen or cage
	Shekels: coins


Source: Exodus 21:15-16, 23, 28-29, 31-32, traditionally attributed to Moses, c. 600 BCE
(15) Anyone who attacks their father or mother is to be put to death. (16) Anyone who kidnaps someone is to be put to death, whether the victim has been sold or is still in the kidnapper’s possession.(17) Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death.  
(23) If there is a serious injury, you are to take life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise. 
 (28) If a bull gores a man or woman to death, the bull is to be stoned to death, and its meat must not be eaten. But the owner of the bull will not be held responsible. (29) If, however, the bull has had the habit of goring and the owner has been warned but has not kept it penned up and it kills a man or woman, the bull is to be stoned and its owner also is to be put to death. 
(31) This law also applies if the bull gores a son or daughter. (32) If the bull gores a male or female slave, the owner must pay thirty shekels of silver to the master of the slave and the bull is to be stoned to death.  
Monday – Sourcing
1. What is the author’s perspective/point of view?
2. Why was it written?
Tuesday  -- Contextualizing
3. According to Exodus, where does the law come from? Why should people follow it?
Wednesday – Corroboration
From Hammurabi’s Code (by Hammurabi, c. 1700 BCE) *
The introduction to Hammurabi’s Code says: “When Marduk (God of Babylon) sent me (Hammurabi) to rule the people and to bring help to the country, I established law and justice in the language of the land and promoted the welfare of the people
250. If a bull has gone wild and gored a man, and caused his death, there can be no suit against the owner. 
 251. If a man's ox is a gorer (one who gores a lot), and has revealed its evil tendency as a gorer, and he has not dulled its horn, or penned up the ox, and then that ox has gored a free man, and caused his death, the owner shall pay half a mina of silver (50 shekels)

4. Where does Hammurabi’s Code come from?
5. What similarities do they share? Please give two examples


Thursday – Close Reading
6. Looking across both documents, what was one important issue during ancient times? 
7. Complete this sentence: “I think both authors chose this topic because … “
Friday – Processing
8. How do the Israelites’ laws compare to the beliefs of their nearby neighbors (in Hammurabi’s code)?
9. What does this tell us about the Israelites?

