Egypt/Kush Bellwork (SS.6.W.2.6)
My Daughter, the King
*Note: Hatshepsut was a queen who ruled Egypt for over twenty years. Although Hatshepsut was a woman, she was sometimes referred to as “the king himself” to show that she was equal to any male king.  The following words were inscribed (carved) into the walls of Pharaoh Hatshepsut’s temple around 1490 BCE. The words were supposed to have been spoken to her from the Egyptian god Amon-re. 
	Monument: statue or building to honor a famous person or God
	Possession: to own
	Stability: steady, strength to stand
	Tread: walk on

	Myrrh: a valuable plant burned as sweet-smelling incense in religious ceremonies
	Region: an area of land
	Kingship: position of being king
	Widow(ed):  A woman whose husband has died


Written by Hatshepsut’s scribes into the walls of her temple near the city of Thebes c. 1490 BCE. Egypt. 
Words of Amon-Re, lord (the God) of Thebes: 
“Welcome! My sweet daughter, my favorite, the King of Upper and Lower Egypt, maker who makes my beautiful monuments, You are the king, taking possession of the two lands … Hatshepsut, you satisfy my heart at all times. I have given you all life and satisfaction from me, all stability from me, all health from me, all joy from me… I have given you all lands and all countries, where your heart is glad. I have long intended them for you. I have given to you all (the land of) Punt as far as the lands of the gods.” 
“I (Amon-Re, the God of Thebes) will cause your army to tread on (the land of Punt).  It is a glorious region of God’s Land; it is indeed my place of delight … (Hatshepsut’s soldiers) took myrrh (valuable plants for religious ceremonies) as they wished, they loaded the vessels (boats) to their hearts’ content, with fresh myrrh trees, every good gift of this country.” 
Monday – Sourcing
1. Who is the author? Why do you say that?
2. What is his/her perspective

Tuesday – Contextualizing
3. When and where was this document created?
4. How might the circumstances in which it was created affect what it actually says?

Wednesday – Close Reading
5. What claim does the author make?
6. What language (words, phrases, or symbols) does the author use to persuade the document’s audience?


Thursday -- Contextualizing
Document 2: Wilsom, Elizabeth B. “The Queen Who Would Be King.” Smithsonian.com, Smithsonian Institution, 1 Sept. 2006, www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-queen-who-would-be-king-130328511/ 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hatshepsut was one of the few—and by far the most successful—women to rule Egypt as pharaoh. Instead of stealing the throne, Hatshepsut may have had to declare herself king to protect the kingship for her stepson. The widowed queen of the pharaoh Thutmose II, she had been made advisor after his death to rule for her young stepson, Thutmose III, until he came of age. Hatshepsut probably knew her position was fragile—both by being a woman and by the unusual way she had gained the throne—and therefore appears to have done what smart leaders have often done in times of crisis: she reinvented herself. The most obvious form this took was having herself portrayed sometimes as a male pharaoh.
7. What does the second document say about Queen Hatshepsut?
8. Do the two documents agree about Queen Hatshepsut’s power and authority? Why do you say that?
Friday – Processing
9. In a male-dominated society, do you think it was easy for Hatshepsut, as woman, to take over (and keep) the throne of Egypt? 
10. What challenges do you think she may have faced as “the King herself”?
