Deep Dive Doc: Mansa Musa 
SS.9.12.W.3.11
Note: Al-Umari was an Arab historian from Damascus, Syria. He visited the city of Cairo in Egypt several years after Mansa Musa passed through there on his pilgrimage in 1324 CE. He then wrote this account of Mansa Musa’s visit, as told to him by the people of Cairo.
	sultan: king
	emir: a high ranking title
	opulence: great wealth, especially shown by extravagant living

	piety: religious devotion
	incalculable: huge
	depressed: lowered



Document Source: Ibn Fadl Allah al-Umari, excerpt of “Pathways of Vision in the Realms of the Metropolises,” trans. by J. F. P. Hopkins and edited by N. Levtzion and J. F. P. Hopkins (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981), pp. 271.

I heard talk of the arrival of this sultan Musa on his Pilgrimage and found the people of Cairo eager to tell what they had seen of the Africans’ extravagant spending. I asked the emir Abu and he told me of the opulence, manly virtues, and piety of his sultan. Abu said, “When I went out to meet him, Musa did me extreme honor and treated me with the greatest courtesy.” Then he sent to the royal treasury many loads of unworked native gold and other valuables.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mansa Musa flooded Cairo with his gifts. He left no emir or holder of a royal office without the gift of a load of gold. The people of Cairo made incalculable profits out of him and his caravan in buying and selling and giving and taking. They traded away gold until they depressed its value in Egypt and caused its price to fall. This has been the state of affairs for about twelve years until this day by reason of the large amount of gold which they brought into Egypt and spent there. 

Day 1: (RI.1.1) Select three words from the text that support the idea that Mansa Musa is very wealthy?

Day 2: (RI.2.4) Read this sentence from the document: “They traded away gold until they depressed its value in Egypt and caused its price to fall.” What does that sentence mean as used in this document?
Day 3: (RI.1.2) What is the central idea of this document?
a. Mansa Musa’s wealth impacted the economy of Egypt.
b. Mansa Musa’s holiness inspired the people of Egypt.
c. Mansa Musa’s armies terrified the people of Egypt.
d. Mansa Musa’s generosity created allies with the leaders of Egypt.
