Bell Work (SS.8.A.3.2) 
John Adams Primary Source
	Evidence:  proof
	Verdict: decision from court

	Jury: group of people who are supposed to make a fair decision about a person in a trial
	Massacre: murder, wipe out, slaughter


Note: John Adams was a lawyer who defended the British soldiers who had been involved in the “Boston Massacre (as it was called). He later became the first vice president of the US and the second president.


"As the Evidence was, the Verdict of the Jury was exactly right. This however, is no Reason why the Town should not call the Action of that Night a Massacre, nor is it any Argument in favor of the Governor or Minister, who caused them to be sent here. But it is the strongest Proofs of the Danger of Standing Armies." 
– John Adams, March 1770, “John Adams Autobiography, Part 1”
Retrieved from Massachusetts Historical Society; “Adams Family Papers: An Electronic Archive”

Monday/Day 1 – Sourcing
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Who wrote this? 
2. What is the author’s perspective? 
Tuesday/Day 2 – Contextualizing
1. When was this document created? 
2. Based on what you know about the Boston Massacre, is the source accurate? Why or why not?  
Wednesday/Day 3 – Corroboration
1. Could this source be used as evidence? 
2. How is this source connected to the Boston Massacre? 
Thursday/Day 4 – Close reading
1. What claims does the author make? 
2. What language (words, phrases, images, symbols) does the author use to persuade the document’s audience? 
Friday/Day 5 – Processing 
1. Why would Adams believe that the word “massacre” would be appropriate for this writing? 

