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Accessing Inquiry for 
Students with 

Disabilities
Our Approach 



Self Determination 
Youth Credo

https://youtu.be/wrNy_2ljVdo 

https://youtu.be/wrNy_2ljVdo


Our Process
1. We will introduce and 

describe many tools to 
support struggling learners 
in the classroom. 

2. We will model many 
strategies & tools similar 
to those you can use. 

3. While most of the 
strategies aim especially 
to support students with 
disabilities, we know from 
research that these 
techniques benefit most 
other learners as well. 



     Universal Design: Rethink Ability

Who benefits when we ban the average? 



The “What,” “How” & “Why” of learning.

Universal Design for Learning 
Using what we know about brain science to maximize learning:



     Assignment: Lesson Outline

Link to model Lesson. 

http://emergingamerica.org/resource/civil-war-veterans-disability-american-history/


Incorporate Strategies for Access

Grid explanation at EmergingAmerica.org

UDL + CRP

http://www.emergingamerica.org/teaching-resources/emerging-america-lesson-accessibility-grid


Minarik & Lintner
Social Studies & 
Exceptional 
Learners

National Council for 
the Social Studies    
2016



Accessing Inquiry Project
A growing resource:
● Searchable Teaching 

Resources Library: 
○ Accessible lessons
○ Primary source sets
○ Content on 

Disability History, 
Immigration, and 
many other Topics

○ Classroom activities
○ Assessments
○ Readings
○ Links to Resources

● Professional 
Development 
Opportunities (including 
fully online) 

http://EmergingAmerica.org/TPS 

http://emergingamerica.org/TPS


     Teaching Resources Library 
Searchable Teaching 
Resources Library: 

● Accessible lessons

● Primary source sets

● Content on Immigration, 
Disability History, and 
many other Topics

● Classroom activities

● Assessments

● Readings

● Links to Resources



Why Focus on History 
of People with 
Disabilities? 



     Why we focus on Disability History 

If you believe people 
have no history worth 
mentioning, it is easy to 
believe they have 
no humanity 
worth defending.

- William Loren Katz, 
Historian



     Why we focus on Disability History 

1. Engage learners with history they see selves in
2. Correct demeaning views (e.g. use of insulting terms)
3. Model putting primary sources in context
4. Correct historical record (e.g. Bayton & other readings)
5. Address new standards (e.g. MA, CA) 

http://emergingamerica.org/disability-
history-primary-sources/

http://www.emergingamerica.org/accessing-inquiry/disability-history-through-primary-sources/model-lessons-disability-history
http://www.emergingamerica.org/accessing-inquiry/disability-history-through-primary-sources/model-lessons-disability-history
http://emergingamerica.org/disability-history-primary-sources/
http://emergingamerica.org/disability-history-primary-sources/


     Must my lesson focus on Disability History? 

● Do your best!
● Disability History (even 

social studies) does NOT 
have to be main topic.

● Keep eye out in readings 
and webinar for 
connections to your state 
standards. 

● It is harder with world 
history topics. Yet...

http://emergingamerica.org/disability-history-primary-sources/

http://emergingamerica.org/disability-history-primary-sources/


Analyzing a Primary 
Source 

Tool for Access 



     LoC Primary Source Analysis Tool



     Analyzing a Primary Source

https://www.loc.gov/item/00694366/ 

https://www.loc.gov/item/00694366/


QUESTION
● What would you 

like to ask the 
filmmaker? 

● Who owned the 
buildings? 

● Where is this? 
● When is this? 

Right Question 
Institute 

http://rightquestion.org/ 

Primary Source Analysis Tool

OBSERVE
NO INFERENCES! 

● What do you 
notice first? 

● What kind of 
structures do you 
see? Describe 
them. 

● Is there anything 
you notice 
because it is NOT 
there? 

REFLECT
1. What kinds of 

buildings are 
these?

2. Can you tell 
anything about 
them by their size, 
shape, or details?

3. Why was the film 
made? 
“Say more”

“What makes you 
say that?”   

INVESTIGATE: How would you find out more? Where would you look? 

http://rightquestion.org/


     Analyzing a Primary Source
Source Info

● Title: Panorama of 
Blackwell’s Island, N.Y. 

● Creator: Edwin S. Porter, 
Thomas A. Edison Inc. 

● Date: 1903
● Thumbnail: (at left) 
● URL: (below) 

https://www.loc.gov/item/00694366/ 

https://www.loc.gov/item/00694366/


     Corroborating a Primary Source

Source Info
● Title: Map of Blackwell’s Island 
● Creator: New York Corrections 

History Society
● Date: [Writing on map 1995]
● Thumbnail: (at left) 
● URL: (at left) 
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Source Info
● Title: Ten Days in a Mad-House 
● Creator: Nelly Bly
● Date: 1887
● Thumbnail: (cover at right) 
● URL: (at right) 
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http://www.correctionhistory.org/html/chronicl/nycdoc/html/blakwel2.html
http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/bly/madhouse/madhouse.html


How can I remember all these facts and ideas?

The brain remembers what it can hang on a 
hook of a mental framework: 
➢ Themes - such as in Mass Frameworks 

e.g. Struggles for Equality and Justice

➢ Timelines
➢ Maps
➢ Word Walls
➢ Graphic Organizers - incl. Thinking Maps



Disability History
Context & Background 



     Guiding Question

Who is responsible to 
take care of vulnerable 
people in society, 
including people with 
disabilities? 



     Engage - Making Learning Accessible 

Kick off lesson with popular movie: 300.
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https://www.ssa.gov/history/50mm2
.html

https://t.co/lP90PPC0ST
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EvT_ujWSRg0
https://youtu.be/EvT_ujWSRg0


Disability History
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Disability history must be 
connected to mainstream 
American history as reflected 
in state content standards.
● Content Standards

○ Second Great Awakening 
Reformers: Dorothea Dix, 
Samuel Gridley Howe, 
Horace Mann…  

○ Immigration & Eugenics
○ WWI Veterans
○ Social Movements of the 

1960s
○ American with Disabilities 

Act of 1990

http://loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3b23089/


What do Students Know 
about Helen Keller? 

Includes jokes:

South Park: “Helen Keller, The 
Musical”

Doing The Helen Keller, A Rugby or 
Soccer Move

Many Sex Related Jokes: See You Tube

A Band Named Helen Killer

What makes someone a household 
name, a life  legend so well known that 

it becomes a source of demeaning 
humor?

What is the role of sick jokes?  How do 
they work?  What makes them funny? 

Why are they also in poor taste?  



http://www.disabilitymuseum.org/ 

https://www.becominghelenkeller.org/ 

Why Does Keller’s story 
still matter? 
Beyond the Child Star, 
Saint, Radical 
Celebrity.

https://www.becominghelenkeller.org/
http://www.disabilitymuseum.org/
http://www.disabilitymuseum.org/
https://www.becominghelenkeller.org/


• Fifth most commonly 
produced play in USA

• Rights are freely  available

• Every generation since  
1886 knows her story

• What is the power of her 
story? 



Becoming Helen Keller

Saint, Illusion & Radical

Arcan Ridge, Connecticut: 1968

Student of Anne Sullivan from Perkins School for the Blind.
Graduated from Radcliffe College (Harvard) in 1904. 

Tuscumbia, Alabama: 1880



A World View of Heirarchy

Types 
and Development 
of Man. 
St. Louis World’s Fair. 1904.  
https://publications.newberry.org/frontiertoheartland/items/browse?s
earch=1904

https://publications.newberry.org/frontiertoheartland/items/browse?search=1904
https://publications.newberry.org/frontiertoheartland/items/browse?search=1904


Helen Keller Slept Here: 
She lived in hotels. 
Averaged 200 speeches annually
From 1938-68, visited 37 countries

How did this story come about?



Perkins School for the Blind 
Massachusetts, Founded 1832

https://www.perkins.org/history

https://www.perkins.org/history


Student:
Laura Bridgman
1829-1889

Teacher: Samuel 
Gridley Howe
1801-1876

Founded Perkins School 
for the Blind (1832)

Abolitionist:
• Julia Ward Howe
• Secret Six
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http://disabilitymuseum.org
https://www.loc.gov/item/2003674412/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2003674412/
https://www.loc.gov/item/98101743/


Anne Sullivan - 1866-1936

Title: Tewksbury Almshouse
Author: Public Health Museum, Tewksbury MA
Date: [1890]
URL: http://www.afb.org/asm/asmgallery.asp?FrameID=97 

Samuel Gridley Howe 
investigation (1883) 

[Helen Keller & Anne 
Sullivan] [1891-1894] 
C.M. Bell Photographer
https://www.loc.gov/item
/2016691955/ 

http://www.afb.org/asm/asmgallery.asp?FrameID=97
https://www.loc.gov/item/2016691955/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2016691955/


http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030193/1892-12-09/ed-2/seq-1/#


Tewksbury 
Almshouse

Title: Big Fraud on New 
York. Massachusetts 
Shipping Paupers and 
Idiots to This City.

Author: Evening World 
(New York, New York)

Date: December 9, 1892
URL: 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn830301
93/1892-12-09/ed-2/seq-1/# 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030193/1892-12-09/ed-2/seq-1/#
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030193/1892-12-09/ed-2/seq-1/#


Tewksbury 
Almshouse



Excerpt - Scaffold Vocab - Rewrite



http://WordSift.com 

http://wordsift.com


http://WordSift.com
EmergingAmerica blog post 

http://wordsift.com
http://emergingamerica.org/literacy-support-tool-wordsift-org/


http://WordSift.com
EmergingAmerica blog post 

Each sentence of an 
occurence of selected 
word highlighted, and 
numbered. 

All 
occurences 
highlighted 
throughout 
document. 

http://wordsift.com
http://emergingamerica.org/literacy-support-tool-wordsift-org/


kidslaws.com example



http://newsela.com 

Select Reading Levels

http://newsela.com


Examples of common 
disability history standards... 

.
1.) Dorothea Dix & Franklin Pierce

2.) Immigration and Eugenics

3.) World War I Disabled Veterans

4.) Mass Movements for Social Justice



State Content Standards
Example 1: AnteBellum Reformers - Dix & Franklin Pierce

● CA: “How much power should the federal government have and what should it 
do?” – ”Dorothea Dix” – ”How did Americans help people in need?” – “Why do 
periods of reform arise at certain historical moments?” 

● TX - Hist.: “Historical Points of Reference, incl. Great Awakening” – “Effects of 
Congressional conflicts & compromises prior to the Civil War.” 

● TX - U.S. Govt.: “Analyze historical and contemporary conflicts over the 
respective roles of national & state governments.” 



State Content Standards
Example 1: AnteBellum Reformers - Dix & Franklin Pierce
○ MA: “Explain the varying roles & responsibilities of federal, state, & local 

governments in the U.S.”
● Using primary sources, research reform movements in U.S. in early to mid-19th 

century, concentrating on one of the following and its connections to other... 
reform ...
○ the movement to provide supports for people with disabilities, such as the 

founding of schools for students with cognitive, hearing, or vision disabilities 
and the establishment of asylums for people with mental illness.

● Dorothea Dix, “Memorial to the Massachusetts Legislature” (1843) A petition to 
the Legislature to expand the state insane asylum at Worcester, with descriptions 
of the harsh conditions of how indigent people with disabilities were treated in 
Massachusetts towns such as Concord, Lincoln, Dedham

○ “Describe the evolution of the role of the federal government, including public 
services....” – “Social, Political, & Religious Change, 1800-1860” – “KS-NE Act” 
(May 30, 1854)

http://www.disabilitymuseum.org/dhm/lib/detail.html?id=737&page=all


Disability History - Dorothea Dix

Title: Floor Plan Worcester State Hospital 1833
Creator: Dutton & Wentworth, Boston

Howe and Dix founded Massachusetts School for 
Idiots and Feeble-Minded in 1848.
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https://www.disabilitymuseum.org/dhm/lib/catcard.html?id=1983


Dorothea  Dix

“Every new investigation has given 
depth to the conviction that it is 
only by decided, prompt, and 
vigorous legislation the evils to 
which I refer, and which I shall 
proceed more fully to illustrate, can 
be remedied. I shall be obliged to 
speak with great plainness, and to 
reveal many things revolting to the 
taste, and from which my woman's 
nature shrinks with peculiar 
sensitiveness.” 

www.disabilitymuseum.org
https://www.loc.gov/item/96522460/ 

Disability History Museum - Dorothea Dix: 
“Memorial to the Massachusetts Legislature” (1843). 

http://www.disabilitymuseum.org
https://www.loc.gov/item/96522460/
http://www.disabilitymuseum.org/dhm/lib/detail.html?id=737&page=all


Dorothea  Dix

May 3, 1854
"An act making a grant of public 
lands to the several States for 
the benefit of indigent insane 

persons.” 

www.disabilitymuseum.org
Lesson Objectives Page

Franklin Pierce

https://www.loc.gov/item/2004671913/ 
https://www.loc.gov/item/96522460/ 

Disability History Museum - Federal Responsibility:: 

http://www.disabilitymuseum.org
https://www.loc.gov/item/2004671913/
https://www.loc.gov/item/96522460/


Open the Document
In course folder: 

in Disability History Resources folder:
 
“Copy of 1854 Pierce Veto of Asylum Bill” 



Close Reading a Document: Dix Asylum Bill. 
1. Individuals quickly Source the document:

a. Who is the author? 
b. Who is the audience? 
c. What is the date? 

2. Quickly Scan the “Architecture” of the 
document
a. What is this document? 
b. Note sections a type “A”, “B”, “C”, etc.  

3. Read through the whole document. 

4. Identify the three most important 
sentences in the document. 

5. Identify the three most important words in 
each of those sentences. 

In person, have students: 

● HIGHLIGHT sentences

● CIRCLE words



Based on the book Texts and Lessons for 
Content Area Reading by Harvey Daniels

Strategy: 
Close Reading 

of an Image

Think Multiple 
Means of 

Representation 
Students are getting 
information visually.

Students scaffold a 
close reading strategy, 
using a visual image as 
their “text.”



State Content Standards
○ U.S. II

■ Modernity in the U.S.: ideologies and economies:

f. the impact of the eugenics movement on 
segregation, immigration, and the legalization of 
involuntary sterilization in some states; and the 
Supreme Court case, Buck v. Bell (1927), in which 
the Court ruled that state statutes permitting 
involuntary sterilization did not violate the Due 
Process clause of the 14th Amendment

Emerging America Primary Source Set

http://emergingamerica.org/resource/eugenics-genetic-fitness-preoccupation/


Eugenics - Post-WWI

Title: Eugenists Would Improve Human Stock by Blotting Out Blood Taint
Creator: New York Daily Tribune
Year: February 18, 1912
URL: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030214/1912-02-18/ed-1/seq-16/#

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030214/1912-02-18/ed-1/seq-16/#


Take one minute 
to study this 

image.  
Just look and 
see what you 

notice, but don’t 
write anything 

down.



Use all the 
time you 

have to list 
details.  

Keep writing 
down 

anything you 
see.



Use all the 
time you 

have to list 
details.  

Keep writing 
down 

anything you 
see.



Use all the 
time you 

have to list 
details.  

Keep writing 
down 

anything you 
see.



Use all the 
time you 

have to list 
details.  

Keep writing 
down 

anything you 
see.



Take one 
minute to add 
to your notes 

while you 
view the 

entire image.



     Share
● What are the three most 

important details you noticed? 
(engagement)

● What was unique in each 
quarter? How did the divided 
image differ from the whole? 
(representation)

● If you were to give this image a 
title, what would it be? 
(expression)



Source: Library of 
Congress
Title: U.S. inspectors 
examining eyes of 
immigrants, Ellis 
Island, New York 
Harbor
Creator: Underwood 
& Underwood. New 
York.
Date: c1913.
Medium: 
Stereograph.
Bookmark: 
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/97501532/ 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/97501532/


     Deepen Access - Think
● How could you use this photo to 

introduce disability history to your 
study of immigration? 
(engagement)

● What other documents or photos 
would you pair it with? 
(representation)

● How can additional sources help 
students tap prior knowledge and 
interests? (expression)



     Additional UDL Strategies
Groups write thought bubbles 
on sticky note. Select a person 
in the photo and give them 
voice. What might they say? 
(expression)

In your group, imagine what the 
people in the photo might say, 
think, or do. Get up and act out 
the scene. (expression)



“If on examination there shall be 
found among such passengers any 
convict, lunatic, idiot, or any person 
unable to take care of himself or 
herself without becoming a public 
charge, they shall report the same 
in writing to the collector of such 
port, and such persons shall not be 
permitted to land.” 
- 1882 Immigration Act

https://www.loc.gov/law/help/statutes-at-large/47th

-congress/session-1/c47s1ch376.pdf 

Match the photo with a paragraph of 
informational text 

from the primary source set background.

https://www.loc.gov/law/help/statutes-at-large/47th-congress/session-1/c47s1ch376.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/statutes-at-large/47th-congress/session-1/c47s1ch376.pdf


     Pair Share: Part Three
● How does adding a paragraph of 

background information change 
your thinking?

● What NEW inferences can you 
make about the photo after 
reading the text?

● What NEW questions does it 
raise?

● What other artifacts or documents 
might you want to add to give 
context to the source?
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http://www.loc.gov/item/97501532/
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Buck v. Bell. (1927) 
We have seen more than once that the 
public welfare may call upon the best 
citizens for their lives. It would be 
strange if it could not call upon those 
who already sap the strength of the 
State for these lesser sacrifices, often 
not felt to be such by those concerned, 
in order to prevent our being swamped 
with incompetence. It is better for all the 
world, if instead of waiting to execute 
degenerate offspring for crime, or to let 
them starve for their imbecility, society 
can prevent those who are manifestly 
unfit from continuing their kind. The 
principle that sustains compulsory 
vaccination is broad enough to cover 
cutting the Fallopian tubes. Jacobson v. 
Massachusetts, 197 U. S. 11. Three 
generations of imbeciles are enough.
Justice Oliver Wendall Holmes Jr., 
writing for the court. 
http://cdn.loc.gov/service/ll/usrep/usrep274/usrep274200/usrep274200.pd
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https://www.loc.gov/item/96508491/
http://cdn.loc.gov/service/ll/usrep/usrep274/usrep274200/usrep274200.pdf
http://cdn.loc.gov/service/ll/usrep/usrep274/usrep274200/usrep274200.pdf
https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Buck_v_Bell_1927


State Content Standards
Example 2: World War I Disabled Veterans

○ MA: “WWI” – “...

○ MA: Great Depression & New Deal affected American society”

○ CA: “How did America change because of WWI?” 

○ TX: “...Technological innovations in WWI…” – ”Social issues… of 1920s.” 





     

https://www.loc.gov/nls/about/organization/history/ 

Disability History Resources at LoC.Gov

● History of the National Library Service - at the Library of Congress

https://www.loc.gov/nls/about/organization/history/


State Content Standards
Example 3: Mass Movements for Social Justice

○ MA: “Civil Rights movement” – ”domestic policies & events 1961-1974” – 
“social trends of the late 20th Century” 

○ CA: “Advances of black civil rights movement encouraged other 
groups–including… people with disabilities.” “In what ways have issues 
such as education; civil rights for…[various groups] disabled Americans… 
remained unchanged? ...changed?” 

○ TX: “Relationship between government policies & the culture of the U.S.” 



State Content Standards
Example 3: Mass Movements for Social Justice
● MA: “Civil Rights movement” – ”domestic policies & events 1961-1974” – “social 

trends of late 20th century” 
● MA: Explain how the 20th century African-American Civil Rights movement 

served as a model for other movements for civil rights (e.g., the second phase of 
the women’s movement in the 1960s and 1970s, disability rights movement, 
LGBTQ movement)

● MA: Research and analyze one the domestic policies of Presidents Truman and 
Eisenhower (e.g., Truman’s Fair Deal, the Taft-Hartley Act of 1947, or the Social 
Security Disability Insurance Act of 1956). 

● MA: Evaluate accomplishments of the Civil Rights movement and how it served 
as a model for later feminist, disability, and gender rights movements....

● MA: Using primary and secondary sources, analyze the causes and course of 
one or more of the following social and political movements, including 
consideration of the role of protest and active citizen participation. 

○ Ed Roberts, Speech on Disability Rights at a Sit-In Rally in San Francisco (1977)

● the disability rights movement such as deinstitutionalization, independent living, 
the Education for All Handicapped Children Act (1975), the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (1990), and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (1990)



State Content Standards
Example 3: Mass Movements for Social Justice
● Explain the historical context and significance of laws enacted by Congress that 

have expanded the civil rights and equal protection for race, gender, disability 
(e.g., the 1964 Civil Rights Act, 1965 Voting Rights Act, 1990 Americans with 
Disabilities Act, 1990 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act), and explain 
how the evolving understanding of social justice and human rights has affected 
movement for civil rights for all.

● CA: California History - “What did protests and frustrations expressed by 
Californians in the late Cold War Era reveal about the state?” p. 297

● CA: Ethnic Studies - Include disability as an identity group?

● CA: “Advances of black civil rights movement encouraged other 
groups–including… people with disabilities.” “In what ways have issues such as 
education; civil rights for…[various groups] disabled Americans… remained 
unchanged? ...changed?” pp. 414, 419-420

● TX: “Relationship between government policies & the culture of the U.S.” 



Disability History - Civil Rights

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SyWcCuVta7M 
[Cue to 3:38.] 

The Power of 504 - 1977

504 20th Anniversary Committee

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SyWcCuVta7M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SyWcCuVta7M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SyWcCuVta7M


SOCIAL JUSTICE: 4 TYPES OF POLICIES
   GRANTS-IN-AID, REGULATIONS
  ENTITLEMENTS,  CIVIL RIGHTS

1904—PAUPERS IN ALMSHOUSES National Census
1918– SOLDIER’S REHABILITATION ACT
1920– SMITH FESS Act
1924—VOCATIONAL REHAB ACT –Extends to civilians
1935—SOCIAL SECURITY—
1954—BROWN v. BOARD OF EDUCATION
1956—SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY INCOME
1963—COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH ACT
1965—VOTING RIGHTS ACT
1968—ARCHITECTURAL BARRIERS ACT
1973—EDUCATION FOR ALL HANDICAPPED CHILDREN ACT
1975—SECTION 504 
1990—AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT

TEXT: Not only could you be missing out on some valuable talent, you 
could be breaking the law. The Americans with Disabilities Act requires all 
employers to make workplaces accessible and to give everyone who's 
qualified the chance to apply for a job -- without discrimination. That 
could mean overlooking your prejudices and giving someone a chance 
that's long overdue. Support Easter Seals. [1990]



Tour LoC.Gov 



Digital Collections
● Browse

Researchers 
● Links to varied media.
● Topical source 

compilations

Search
● Search whole Library 
● Use filters for prints & photos, 

maps, etc., or for eras

Teachers
● Primary source analysis tool
● Materials: primary source sets, 

lessons, & exhibits
● Multi-media intro modules
● Teacher blog



Researchers Page

Special Format Collections
Digital Collections in varied media: 

● Prints & Photos
● Geography & Map
● Oral Histories
● Recorded Sound
● Moving Images
● More...



Researchers Page
Historic Newspapers
Search Chronicling America for images of 
newspapers from many states - 1780s to 1922. 



Researchers Page

Law Library of Congress
Congress.gov and other legislative resources. 



     Library of Congress: Among the Top 10 

Chronicling America
Historic American Newspapers

Veteran’s History Project
Oral Histories and Digital Collections

Maps and Geography
Huge collection includes Towns & Cities 

Prints and Photographs
Visual Images, Graphics

www.loc.gov 

http://www.loc.gov


     LoC.Gov/Teachers Page

Classroom 
Materials
…includes Lesson Plans, 
Primary Source Sets, 
Presentations and other 
classroom resources for 
teachers.

Search by Standards
By searching by Common Core State Standard, 
State Content Standard or Organization 
standards, teachers can find relevant Classroom 
Materials such as Lesson Plans and Primary 
Source Sets.

Teaching with Primary Sources at the Collaborative for Educational Services

ht
tp

://
Lo

C
.G

ov
/T

ea
ch

er
s 

www.loc.gov 

http://loc.gov/Teachers
http://www.loc.gov


     Classroom Materials

Primary Source 
Sets
...are organized on specific 
topics. 

Lesson Plans
...are teacher-created and 
classroom-tested lessons using 
Library of Congress primary 
sources. 

Presentations & 
Activities
...multimedia content provides 
both historical content and 
context. 

Themed 
Resources
…includes Lessons, primary 
sources, and activities relating to 
special dates, events, holidays.

Collection 
Connections
…make connections between 
specific primary source 
collections at the Library and 
teaching specific content. 

Teachers Page → Classroom MaterialsTeaching with Primary Sources at the Collaborative for Educational Services



     Teachers Page: Primary Source Sets



     

Accessing Inquiry 
Accessing Inquiry
○ Teaching 

Strategies

○ Disability 
History through 
Primary 
Sources

○ Professional 
Development 



     

https://blogs.loc.gov/loc/2017/12/world-war-i-injured-
veterans-and-the-disability-rights-movement/ 

Disability History Resources at LoC.Gov

● Images and Artifacts

https://blogs.loc.gov/loc/2017/12/world-war-i-injured-veterans-and-the-disability-rights-movement/
https://blogs.loc.gov/loc/2017/12/world-war-i-injured-veterans-and-the-disability-rights-movement/


     

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030214/1912-02-18/ed-1/seq-16/# 

Disability History Resources at LoC.Gov

● Newspapers

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030214/1912-02-18/ed-1/seq-16/#


     

https://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/ex-war-disabledvets.html 

Disability History Resources at LoC.Gov

● Oral Histories

https://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/ex-war-disabledvets.html


     

https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2018/12/using-historic-newspapers-to-study-accounts-of-a-now-abandoned-medical-procedure/#comment-428454 

Disability History Resources at LoC.Gov

• Newspaper 
accounts from 
Chronicling 
America of 
damaging brain 
surgery on 
people with 
mental illness. 

https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2018/12/using-historic-newspapers-to-study-accounts-of-a-now-abandoned-medical-procedure/#comment-428454


     

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/louis-braille/ 

Disability History Resources at LoC.Gov

• History of the 
most widely 
used printed text 
for blind people. 

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/louis-braille/


Examples of Text Sets 



     Example: Human Impacts on Niagara Falls
Question: What has been the impact of the human footprint on Niagara Falls?

Texts: Web essays on two sites; Library of Congress images. 



     Example Unit: Worlds Collide
Topic: First Contact Between Columbus and the Taino Teacher: Shea, McCoy, Greavey, Legare 
- Holyoke
Subject: World History Grade: 8th
Standards: MA SS-Gr 5.3 Explorers: Columbus & Vespucci CCSS.ELA.RH.6-8.6: ID pt. of view. 

MA SS-World Hist I.13: Pre-Columbian civilizations. 
MA SS-World Hist I.14: Effects of European colonies. 

Essential Question: What does it mean to say that Columbus “discovered” America? 

Sources: Stone carving (unknown); Columbus, Christopher (c. 1493) “Epistola Christofori Colom” [Includes 
translated excerpt.]; map of Hispaniola (1511); Columbus Coat of Arms (1502); Gutiérrez map (1562) 
“Americae sive qvartae orbis partis nova et exactissima”; Landing of Columbus. (c. 1860-1880); 
photo of Luisa Gainsa and her child, Baracoa, Cuba (1919).  
Yolen, Jane. Illus. Shannon, D. (1996). Encounter. Boston: HMH Books for Young Readers. 

Activator: Complete RAN Chart. (Improvement on “Know-Want to Know-Learn” chart.) 
Instruction: Frayer Model: How did Columbus perceive the Taino?

Document Analysis: Gutiérrez map. Explore world view of Europeans. 
Read, Analyze, & Discuss: Columbus Letter to Pope. 
Double Bubble Map: Compare similarities and differences in world view. 
Listen to YouTube of Jane Yolen book, Encounter. 

Perf. Task: Cause-Event-Effect Flow Chart: Complete for First Contact. 
Update RAN Chart – What did we confirm? What was wrong? What new learned? 



Thanks and good-bye! 


