Serving Up History: A Food Truck
Approach to Primary Resources
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History of the Food Truck Concept:
an American invention

The very first non-military food trucks in the
US date back to the chuckwagon. These covered
wagons sold perishable food to cowboys and
loggers in the American wilderness.




Compare
and
Contrast




In 1872, the first food
“pushcart” was launched
by Walter Scott, who
decided to capitalize on
hardworking, hurried
journalists.

While these carts lacked
the ability to heat or cook
food, they served simple
lunches of meat pies,
fruits and sandwiches to
urban dwellers in larger
cities like New York and
Chicago.

Then in 1894, sausage
vendors emerged along
the campuses of Ivy
League Universities.




The first automobile food truck appeared when Oscar Mayer
rolled out the first portable hot dog cart, The Weiner Mobile.

Primary Source Skills: What clues in the picture help us understand when,
where, and why this vehicle was used?

Economic Skills: Why would a company invest in a unique promotional tool
like a “Wienermobile™?

What opportunity costs did Oscar Mayer incur by choosing to invest in this
vehicle?
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In the 1950s, 1ce cream trucks were the first
businesses to take to the streets in modified
vehicles that looked almost exactly like their
trucks today. With recorded jingles and
painted on signs, they appealed to children
and young families.



It wasn’t until the late 2000s that food trucks transformed
from utilitarian meals on wheels to gourmet experiences.
This change was largely pioneered by Chef Roy Choi, who
launched the now-famous Koj1 BB truck in Los Angeles in
2008. Chot’s innovative Korean-Mexican fusion dishes
attracted massive crowds, and his use of social media to
advertise the truck’s location became a game-changer for
the industry.




Create your own
food truck using
primary resources
as the inspiration!
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The
Inspirational Ingredients:
Primary Sources!

In this activity, you’ll draw on your historical knowledge of the US home
front during World War II to create a conceptual historical food truck
using primary documents as essential ingredients.

You will use an analogy to make meaningful connections between the
past and the present. If the US home front during the WWII time
period was a food truck today, what would it “serve?” Think about
how this historical time period could be creatively expressed as a modern
food truck concept — its menu, theme, and design. The primary resources
you choose will serve as your inspiration for your food truck. Your food
truck should convey the main idea of the primary resources.

a recipe for success!




Your final food truck should:

Clearly show inspiration from your chosen
primary sources

Use analogy to connect the past to a modern
food truck 1dea

Demonstrate synthesis by combining
information from more than one source




Step 1: Review the primary
documents, looking for a theme.

Step 2: Using the primary resources as
inspiration, bring your 1dea to life by
creating a detailed food truck plan that
features a name, logo, menu, and
engaging music playlist. Who would
be your targeted customers?
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Step 3: Complete each of the worksheets
making concrete connections to your food
truck choices and the primary resources.

Step 4: Pull together your creative 1deas to
create your food truck model.




During World War II, Americans on the
home front experienced rationing, victory
gardens, women entering new jobs, war
bond campaigns, and major cultural shifts.

In this project, you will use primary
sources from the WWII home front as

inspiration to design a creative and
historically meaningful food truck.
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We must confine our consumption of Sugar
to not more than 2 Ibs.per person per month
in order to provide a restricted ration
to England, France and Italy.




Examine the primary resources

Closely examine at least 4 different primary sources
related to the WWII homefront

Be Inspired
Let these historical materials inspire your creative
thinking.

Use Analogy
Create an analogy connecting WWII homefront life
to a modern food truck. Think: 7f the WWII
homefront were a food truck, what would it
“serve?”

Synthesize
Use synthesis by combining information from
multiple primary sources into one strong idea.

Your truck should NOT use a single source. It should
combine ideas to create something new, meaningful, and
historically grounded.



Example: Using the
Declaration of
Independence




Serving Up History!
Menu

Food Trucks serve a limited menu. Using your chosen primary resources as inspiration,
create 3 menu items for your food truck. Your primary resources will serve as the main
ingredients for your menu. Be creative! and make it sound yammy!
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Menu description: C\ASS\C a—PP‘c P& . '
made werh natual ingredients.
IS vhe ulk-himate purswit oF

hopprness!
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&Smﬁe a playlist! @

Create a playlist for your food truck. The playlist should represent your overall
chosen primary resources' theme.

Declaranion of Independerce,
If the World-War-H-homefronthad a playlist today it would include

Song #1: _tveedomn — Avetna Franiclin

Connection to primary resources/theme: ¢ ey are. endowecl

h_ﬂ_m\r Creattor worth certaun  unalienable. nghss n

cel res denm
v 6h”(‘

Song #2: Reaw durion - Be certeS

Connection to primary resourses/theme:
p ry Pouess come,
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Food Truck Rally

Share your Food Truck!

Gather some Tips! How
could you use this idea in
your class?



Great List of Resources!

https: //7www.familyconsumersciences.com/2018/
05/food-truck-resources/
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Contact information:

Beverly Ledbetter
bledbetter(@usf.edu
OR
msled25@hotmail.com
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